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‘The major responsibility for 
“community care should rest 
with local authorities, argues 
Sir Roy Griffiths in his long- 
“awaited report to the Secret- 
_ary of State for Social Services, 
_ released just after the Budget. 
“Elected local authorities 
_are best placed, in my judge- 
| ment, to assess local needs, 
| set local priorities and moni- 
\tor local performance,” he 
| says. 
Sir Roy, managing director of 
Sainsbury and deputy chairman 
of the NHS management board, 
was asked by Norman Fowler, 
the previous social services 
_ secretary, to review the way 
| public funds are used to support 
* community care and suggest im- 
" provements to increase efficien- 

cy. (By community care was 


| Griffiths report emphasises keeping people in their homes 
| Elected local authorities are best 
placed to run community care 


meant care for elderly, mentally 
handicapped, mentally ill and 
physically disabled people out- 
side hospital). - ; 

This followed a 1986 Audit 
Commission report which 


“strongly criticised the financing 


“People will have a 
greater say in what is 
done to help them” 


and organisation of care for 
these priority groups. 

Sir Roy’s solution to “the con- 
fusion in community care” is to 
make local authority social ser- 
vices responsible for mandging 
community. care; switch re- 
sources to help them do it and 
improve their accountability. 

Within the resources avail- . 


able, he says, social services 
should identify people with 
community care needs in their 
area, ensure that other depart- 
ments, eg housing, are involved. 
if necessary, arrange for assess-. 
ment (and regular _ re- 
assessment) of a person’s need 
for support “in full consultation 
with the person concerned and 
any informal carers”, design 
packages of care “best suited to 
enabling the consumer to live as 
normal a life as possible”, and 
arrange delivery of that care in 
the most 
making the most of the “mixed 
economy” of care — voluntary 

and private sector services too. 
“It is vital,” he says, “that social 
services authorities should see 
themselves as the arrangers 
continued on page 6 


Wagner report 


Residential care must 
be a positive choice 


People should have the right 
to choose if they want to live 
in a residential centre or in 
the community, says a major 
report published in March. 
The report, commissioned 
by the Government in 1985, 
recommends radical reforms 
of residential care and backs 


the idea of a community care — 


allowance, which people 
with special needs could 
spend either on residential 
care or help at home. 

It was compiled by a team of 
care experts appointed by the 
National Institute for Social 
Work and led by Lady Gillian 
Wagner, who chaired Barnardos 
from 1978 to 1984. 

The report covers the state, 
voluntary and private sectors 
and is concerned with children, 
elderly people, people with 
mental and physical disabilities 
and those who are mentally ill. 

* Its first recommendation com- 
plements the Griffiths report, 
saying that local authorities 
should be responsible for plan- 
ning accommodation and 
obliged to offer a range of 
alternative services. This would 
give people the choice to live in- 
dependently and to choose the 
services best suited to them. 

The research on adults with 
physical handicaps suggests that 
very few, perhaps less than 5 per 
cent, are in some form of re- 
sidential care, and that many of 
these were forced into it by cir- 
cumstances rather than making a 
positive choice. 


Three areas of development 
are urgently needed for physical- 
ly disabled adults says the report: 
a change in attitudes that accepts 
their right to independence, ser- 
vices which meet the real needs 
of individuals and a more flex- 
ible approach to allocating funds. 

“The essential for most people 
who have to overcome physical 
disability is simply cash — suf- 
ficient cash to enable them to 
organise their own lives in their 
own way,” says the report.“For 
such people to be forced into in- 
stitutional care which they 
neither need nor desire can only 
be seen as society’s ultimate 
affront.” 

“T think that the new social 
security legislation is going to 
make things worse for disabled 
people,” said Lady Wagner. “I 
hope the Government is going to 
give very sérious consideration 
to what we have said. This report 
is a beginning not an end. A lot 
more work must be done on spe- 
cific areas including services for 


disabled people.” 
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Disabled people 
gain nothing 
from Budget » 


People with disabilities, many of 
whom are unemployed, on low 
incomes Or pensioners, are 
among those who will gain least 
from the Budget, which cut 
taxes for the highest earners by 
20p in the pound. 

“It is a Budget for greed rather 
than need,” said Chris Pond of 
the Low Pay Unit. “There is no- 
thing in it for the poorest section 
of the community, and disabled 
people make up a disprop- 
ortionately large part of that sec- 
tion. What will happen is that 
with the new changes to the so- 
cial security system disabled 
people will find themselves even 
worse off, and for that to happen 
at the same time as the richest 
are benefitting from tax cuts is 
disgraceful.” 

People caring for a disabled 
relative will also be affected by 
the abolition of the £100 depen- 
dent relative’s allowance. 

Charities could lose over £11 
million a year, as they will be 
able to reclaim less tax on cove- 
nants because of the reduction 
in tax rates, said Hilary Leslie of 
the Charities VAT and Tax Re- 
form Group. “We had hoped that 
the Chancellor would make it up 
in VAT concessions, but he gave 
no VAT concessions at all. We 
were very disappointed,” she 
said. 

An increase in the  tax- 
allowable limit on donations to 
charity through Payroll Giving, 
from £120 to £240 a year, will 
not mean much in practice, she 
said, because response to the 
new scheme has been poor. 


Jobs and training — 
the big shake-up 


cost-effective way,’ 


Budget challenge for Lawson. Fifty members of the National 
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==The county's best selling =: 
bathseat: Wedges in the bath on 
Steel supports. Adjusts 50mm: 


“Adju 


The battle | 
for care 


League of the Blind and Disabled took part in a TUC demonstration 


in support of more cash for the NHS on 5 March. Tens of thousands of 


people marched through London to a rally at Hyde Park. People with 
' disabilities had come from all over the country to show their support 


for the nurses and health workers. 


Don’t forget: council elections next month 


In England and Wales, council 
elections are coming up on 5 
May — don’t forget to vote. 

If you find access to the 
polling station particularly 
good or bad, or you have 


trouble getting information ab- 
out the election, please write 
and let us know. 

Let your local authority know 
too, so they can make better 
arrangements next time! 


Helping you to get out and about! 


\ ‘Activ’ Wheelchair 


Tailored to your needs for 
greater manoeuvrability 
and ease of use in 
all activities 


ANY 


ATS500 Wheelchair 
Superbly balanced lightweight 
Wheelchair that provides 
stability and durability for both 
everyday and leisure activities. 


I would like further information: free no obligation demonstration : delete where applicable 
Powered Wheelchairs Manual Wheelchairs 
Patient Lifting Aids Walking Aids 

Commodes & Toilet Aids Bathroom Aids , 
Complete set of Leaflets Patient Care & Physiotherapy Aids — 


Please ick appropriate box for the literature-demonstration you require and post. the coupon to: 
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An INVACARE Company Alfred Street, Westbury. Wiltshire BA]3 3YB 


“erry 


Technology 
gap between 
school and FE 


Richard Stowell wrote a very in- 
teresting article (DN, February ) 
about the continuing difficulties 
adults with special needs have in 
securing equal opportunities in 
further and higher education. 

I. de, however, feel that he 
failed to highlight the growing 
gap between the provision avail- 
able in schools and in further 
education. 

In particular, I am concerned 
with the lack of continuing sup- 
port given in the provision of 
technological aids to students 
when they leave school to attend 
college. Is it because colleges 
don’t care? Or is it because they 
have a legal loophole in that the 
1981 Act states that colleges 


' have only a “moral obligation” to 


continue the support that is 
legally available in schools? 

Quite honestly, I think that the 
situation exists because the col- 
leges are unsure of what is re- 
quired of them and need to be 
educated in this important area. 

Less than 2 per cent of the stu- 
dent population will need IT 
equipment — a very small num- 
ber, but one spanning all that the 
college offers. 

The diversity of disability will 
be great: no two students ever 
have the same needs, only simi- 
lar. The type of equipment re- 
quired will also be diverse. 

No one ¢xpects colleges to 
support all the possible permuta- 
tions of equipment. Nor can col- 
leges be expected to ensure that 
they have staff capable of asses- 
sing the needs of students and 
then teaching staff and students 
how to operate all the equip- 
ment, and provide a tutor role 
for these students. 

It is, however, relatively easy 
for LEAs to provide this support. 


TRY THE ELVA RANGE 


WALKING 
PROBLEM? 


@® REAR WHEEL DRIVE IS BETTER 
FOR KERB CLIMBING 
HILL CLIMBING 
AND MAXIMUM GRIP 


® BUILT IN BRITAIN TO BE BEST 
@ MINIMUM MAINTENANCE 

@ FULL GUARANTEE 

® NO LICENCE OR INSURANCE 

@ LESS THAN 2p PER MILE TO RUN 
@ H.P. AVAILABLE 


Whatever your needs ELVA has a model for you 


LEAs could hold centrally a lot of 
specialist equipment that could 
be called on for use by students 
in FE. 

They could also employ a 
small team of specialist staff who 
would. provide assessment and 
training. This team would be 
able to spend time keeping up 
with current developments, 
advising the LEA which equip- 
ment should be purchased and 
liaising with manufacturers by 
advising on the needs of indi- 
vidual students. It could provide 
a peripatetic tutor service for 
students in colleges regardless of 
whether the student was on a 
special needs course or taking a 
high level diploma. 

If LEAs can set up a service like 
this for schools, surely FE is enti- 
tled to the same level of support? 
Ilan Webb 
Tutor for Special Needs 
High Peak College of Further 
Education: 

Buxton, Derbyshire 


Let’s follow 
Dr Hari’s advice 


Whilst agreeing wholeheartedly 
with Mrs Gibbs (DN letters, 
February) that Conductive 
Education is not the only system 
that will help cp youngsters, af- 
ter a recent visit to Hungary and 
an interview with Dr Hari, I 
should like to say that | was most 
impressed with everything that I 
saw happening there. 

The training of the conductors 
is totally different to any single 
profession here and, as the name 
implies, Conductive Education 
needs a conductor. 

As we are at present unable to 
provide a conductor for our chil- 
dren, we need to do as Dr Hari 
suggested to me — look at the 
whole system, look at the child 
and do what you can to achieve 
“normal ortho-function”. 

We have available an enor- 
mous amount of expertise and it 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 


__ TELEPHONE: 


SHOPPING’S EASIER WITH ELVA 


Please send me more information on THE ELVA RANGE 
| would like a FREE Demonstration 


Electric Leisure Vehicles Ltd., 17 St Georges Industrial Estate, 
Frimley Rd, Camberley, Surrey GU15 20QW. Tel: (0276) 202256 i 
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is up to everyone concerned 
with physically handicapped 
children to ensure that they all 
work together to provide the 
best total. education for that 
child. 

The inter-disciplinary team is 
not easy to operate, but if we are 
to achieve the best possible so 
that all physically handicapped 
children reach their fullest 
potential, both academically and 
physically, it is absolutely essen- 
tial that we do all work together. 
A good way of doing this is to use 
the model used at the Peto Insti- 
tute as a guide. 

Kathleen Vandervelde 
Headmistress 

Langside School 

Poole, Dorset 


Tips for dribblers 


On the subject of dribbling (DN, 
March), may 1 pass on the fol- 


‘lowing tip. 


If you wear a terry bib, plastic 
backed if you wish, over your 
vest, it helps a great deal and 
generally does not show under 
your clothing and keeps the wet- 
ness away from the skin. 

SM Townley 
Eckington, Worcs 


My teenage son has a dribbling 
problem and for many years has 
been helped by wearing a wrist 
sweat band (from any sports 
shop) to wipe away the dribble. 
This is far easier to manage thana 
handkerchief, and far more 
acceptable to any youngster. 
Julie Payne 

Southwell, Notts 


“Utterly 
contradictory” 


I was both saddened and dis- 
turbed by the report of repre- 
sentatives of a number of disabil- 
ity organisations urging MPs to 
vote against David Alton’s abor- 
tion bill. (DN, February). To 
fight for the respect and dignity 
of the disabled and at the same 
time to support abortion of the 
handicapped is utterly contra- 
dictory. 

One can and must sympathise 
with the parents of an unborn 


FELY | 
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child which is diagnosed as hav- 
ing an abnormality, but to des- 
troy that child is never the best 
treatment of its condition, nor is 
it best for the parents or society 
as a whole. 

Actions speak loud and abor- 
tion says “Better off dead”, “No 
right to live”, “Not wanted”. To 
which we must reply, even loud- 
er, “Not so, not true!” 

No doubt the sentiments and 
motives of many promoters and 
supporters of abortion are sin- 
cere, but that cannot cover the 
fact that abortion offers no digni- 
ty, no respect, no rights to the 
one whose life it brutally takes. 

Let these organisations stand 
up for the disadvantaged and 
continue their good fight for the 
needs and rights of the handicap- 
ped and those who care for the 
handicapped. But let them re- 
nounce the despairing philoso- 
phy of defeat which abortion 
represents. 

Pastor D Armstrong 
Tynemouth Free Church 
North Shields, Tyne & Wear 


Go and fight 


If women were not so pressu- 
rised into abortions because of 
handicap there would be no 
need for SATFA (DN February). 
They would have no guilt com- 
plex for they would have given 
the chance of life instead of 
agreeing to stop it. 

I must agree with Merle 
Davies — women’s lib does 
undermine mothers. It is a 24 
hour role whether your child is 
handicapped or able-bodied. 

So for God’s sake stand up for 
your disabled and handicapped 
people. Go and fight and demon- 
strate in a positive way for facili- 
ties and support in the commun- 
ity. Perhaps if and when we 
achieve that, the pressure will be 
taken off living and coping alone. 
Jane Dick (Mrs) 

Lichfield, Staffs 


Market for games? 


I have designedsome 40 games 


and leisure activities for people’. 


with disabilities. Some, such as 
indoor croquet for people in 
wheelchairs, and letter bingo for 
people with hearing problems, 
are for playing in groups, inte- 
grated or not. Others are for indi- 
viduals to play on their own eg 
Solitaire, where the pieces are 
half round for easy gripping and 
half square, so they don’t roll. - 

The games are all cheap to 
make and easy to produce — in 
fact I produced them with the 
help of handicapped children 
when I was headmistress at a 
special school and they were 
used locally and enjoyed. 

If any games manufacturer or 
self-help group is interested, 
please contact me. 

Eva Kraft 
10 Augustus Road 
London SW19 6LN 


Voting idea 

I was interested in the article on 
voting difficulties (DN, Octo- 
ber). The problems could be 
solved, at least in part, by using a 
centre as a polling station. That 
would ensure access for disabled 
people and thus make the 
travelling worth the effort. Not 
all centres are placed to meet 
electoral requirements, but 
some must be. 

D AP Nicholson 

London W14 


Expensive 


£240 — for a condom? (DN Janu- 
ary). This must be full blown in- 
flation. Still it might have been 
the answer to David Jason’s 
character’s difficulties in the play 
Porterhouse Blue. 

David Bradford 


‘Holt, Mabie: 


rcsic | 


by Julian Marshall 
and Karen Wingate 


Complexities 

One of the Government's 
objectives for the new Housing ~ 
Benefit scheme which comes 
into effect on 1 April (see page 
16) was “to create a simpler, 
unified structure easierforthe 
public to understand and for Seat 

to administer.” 

But the guide to the new system 
put out by SHAC and the 
Institute of Housing is 3 times 
thicker than the guide to the old 
system. “Not because we were 4 
exceptionally wordy,” explained — 
Martin Ward, one of the authors, 
“but because the new system is 
so complex.” 

It seems that even the DHSS does _ 
not understand it. Mr Ward was 
surprised to find that 3 places 
have been booked by members 


_of the DHSS housing policy team 


on the Institute of Housing’s 
training course which explains © 
the new benefit. 

Part of its complexity is that it 
attempts to take account of so 
many circumstances. According 
to Ealing Council’s chair of 
housing, Kevin Veness: “Special 
provision is even made for 
people employed part time in 
the launching or manning ofa 
lifeboat, including provision for 
instances where that person is 
part of a polygamous marriage.” 
Still, the claim form willseema 
mere snip to fill out, at only 3 
pages, compared to 17 pages for 
the new Income Support scheme. 


Dumb blonde 

Having been on the receiving 
end of offensive stereotyping. 
themselves, the British Deaf 
Association should know better. 
But when 21-year-old Colleen 
Cidade won the Miss Deaf 
Hawaii contest, their British 
DeafNews columnist A F 
Dimmock “complimented” her 
on being a “born deaf dusky 
beauty”. She has entered Hawaii 
‘University to do a 2-year degree, 
which “proved she has brains 
too”. A little more thought from 
AF Dimmock might convince us 
that he has them as well. 


-Balland chain 
We get all the best people in Sic. 


Princess Anne’s husband, for 
example. In an interview with 
Business magazine, the Royal 


' Hubby explained why his new 
’ Mark Phillips Equestrian Centre 


at the Gleneagles Hotel, 
Scotland, charges up to £35 fora 
45 minute session: the difficulty 
of raising a family without the aid 
of a Civil List handout, % 


‘ apparently. He accepted that 


being the Queen’s son-in-law 
might be part of his attraction, 


_ but his Range Rover-sponsored 


enterprise was “Okay,” provided | 
he did nothing “offside”, he said. 
“Ldo not see why I should be 
handicapped by the wife.” 
Sounds more like the other way 
round, Cap’n. 


Jailhouse shock 

The US Rehabilitation Act says 
no programmes receiving 
federal cash can discriminate 
against disabled people. But 
does this apply to prisons? 
Donald Brauner, who has 
paraplegia, spent his 11-month 
sentence for drunk-driving lying 
on his bunk in the county 
slammer because his wheelchair 
had been taken from him and the 
non-adapted cell had no 


. handrails. The Supreme Court 


ruled that this was not 
discrimination. I doubt Mr 
Brauner agrees. 


Contributions, please, to DN 


_ John Belcher, The Spasties Socie- 
_ ty’s director of social services, is 
_ leaving. - 
Five years ago, aged 35, he ar- 
rived from Bexley Social Ser- 
vices, charged with modernising 
_ the Society’s social services divi- 
_ sion, including residential and 
day care, social work and assess- 
~ ment. In April he returns to local 
government as director of per- 
sonal services (housing, en- 
vironment and social services) 
for the London Borough of Red- 
bridge. 
_ After 3 reorganisations of his 
_ division; which have sometimes 
left it gasping, he has achieved 
~ what he wanted. 

“We've brought together all 
the services that an individual 
_ needs under a single line of man- 


agement and given them easy ac- 


” 


cess to it 


The most important thing he 
has done, he thinks, is to ensure 
__ that disabled people have a grea- 
ter say in their own lives. 

_ In 1986 he introduced the In- 

dividual Programme Plan into 5 
_ centres as a pilot project. IPP 
_ brings together the disabled per- 
son, their family and a key work- 
er to plan and put into action 
steps towards greater independ- 
ence. 

In April IPP is being extended 
to all the Society’s residential 
and day centres. 


“All change” director leaves 


John Belcher has not gone as 
far as he would like. “We need to 
introduce advocacy services. 
We need to be more locally 
based, providing adequate com- 
munity care and doing away 
with residential institutions,” he 
says. It could be done, given the 
additional resources, in five to 
eight years. 

In the same way, he believes 
The Spastics Society as a whole 
should be more_ consumer 
oriented and community focus- 
sed. 

“The Society is at a stage 
where it is ready to change. Its 
role should be lobbying and 
campaigning, information and 
advice giving — an organisation 
based on advocacy.” 

But advocates recruited inter- 
nally cannot, he perceives, be 
free advocates. “If you are a ser- 
vice provider it means advocacy 
slots into what you have to offer. 
It’s not advocating what people 
may want. The only way we can 
provide advocates is if they are 
independent of the organisa- 
tion.” 

Douglas Shapland, chairman 
of The Spastics Society says: 
“John has achieved a great deal 
for people with cerebral palsy, 
particularly through changing 
the Society’s attitudes and prac- 
tices towards people in our re- 
sidential and day units. As he says 
himself, his work simply repre- 
sents the beginning of the way 
forward. 

The Society is grateful to John 
for the foundations he has laid. 
We wish him every success and 
happiness in his new post. Red- 
bridge can rest assured that it 
can look forward to innovative 
change in the not too distant 
future.” 
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Better access in the City 


More disabled people could be 
donning bowler hats now that 
the City of London Corporation 
has decided to improve access in 
the Square Mile. 

The Corporation has pro- 
duced a leaflet asking for com- 
ments from anybody who is 
aware of areas where access can 
be improved or who has experi- 
enced difficulties themselves. 

Tony Player, a town planner, is 
the City’s first access officer. 

Based in the social services de- 
partment, he will be working 
with planners, engineers and 
architects to improve access to 
the Corporation’s own build- 
ings, before concentrating on 
encouraging private developers 
to consider the needs of disabled 
people when designing and 
altering buildings. 

He intends to see that people 
with disabilities are involved in 
planning new buildings and will 


Wagner report 
continued from page 1 

To protect the rights of indi- 
viduals the report recommends: 
@ a trial period for those enter- 
_ ing long-term care, before sign- 
ing a binding contract with the 
service provider 
@ abolishing the practice of tak- 
ing away pension and benefit 
books and allowing people to 
control their own money 
@everyone should have their 
own room, with their own key 
@ a clear complaints procedure 
should be set up 
@ social workers should act as 
advocates for anyone facing the 
option of residential care and 
should have control over funds 
so they can gear care services to 
individual needs. 

Local authority-run homes 
should be registered and _ in- 
spected just like voluntary and 
private ones and the DHSS 
should set national guidelines 
for standards, it says. 

There must be better training 
and higher status for staff, to 
combat the very low morale ex- 
posed in the report. It recom- 
mends that all managers and 
senior staff should have a full so- 
cial work qualification by 1993 
and care staff should no longer 
be graded as manual workers. 

It also points to an urgent 
need for people to have informa- 
tion on the choices available. 
Libraries could provide up-to- 
date information. 

Many of the report’s recom- 
mendations build on examples 
of good practice in all 3 sectors. 
But evidence also showed “dis- 
turbing instances of insensitivity 
to the rights of individuals and 
examples of cruelty causing 
mental and physical suffering to 
residents”. 

“Let no-one have any_ illu- 
sions,” said Lady Wagner. “Un- 
less society at large feels the 
same sense of burning indigna- 


tion as the Committee at the way 
in which the present system can 
devalue the lives of some of the 
people most in need of help and 
support, our recommendations 
will remain recommendations.” 


Residential Care — A Positive 
Choice/The Research Reviewed 
(2 vols), HMSO, £6.50/£9. 


* Residential life can affect peo- 
ple’s ability to make choices for 
themselves about their lifestyle, 
says a report published by The 
Spastics Society last month. 

Carola Bennion interviewed 
20 residents in 4 centres 
run by the Society to find out 
their attitudes to independent 
living. 

She found that residential life 
encourages dependence and can 
leave disabled people lacking in 
assertiveness. They see the man- 
ager and other staff as having a 
lot of power and so adopt a pas- 
sive role, failing to accept per- 
sonal responsibility for their 
own development. Most were 
not aware of national policies on 
independent living and their ex- 
pectations of it were “strikingly 
undeveloped”. 

The report recommends that 
service planners should be 
aware of people’s inexperience 
in making choices for them- 
selves; staff should be careful not 


LET US TRY AND HELP 
YOU FIND A PENFRIEND, 
FRIEND OR PARTNER 


All enquiries to: HANDIDATE 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street 
Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2PB 


to encourage dependence; and 
there should be assertiveness 
programmes for residents. 


Choosing to Live Independently, 
Carola Bennion, The Spastics 
Society, 16 Fitzroy Square, Lon- 
don WIN 5HO. £2.50. 


The Push Chair that grows 


offer advice on the needs of dis- 
abled people in the workplace 
and how Corporation staff can 
help them. 

“With such a lot of building 
going on in the City all the time 
there is a great potentia! for 
change,” he says. 

With legal back-up from the 
Part M amendment to the 1985 
Building Regulations, (which 
provides guidance about access 
design and enforcement powers 
missing from the original Act), 
he has had “very positive” feed- 
back from developers so far. 


Tony Player,- Social Services 
Dept, Corporation of London, 
Milton Court, Moor Lane, Lon- 
don EC2. Tel: 01-260 1218. 


* Another London council's 
drive to ensure that the needs of 
disabled people are considered 
in building design is being ex- 
tended to private developers. 


Using its power to grant plan-- 


ning permission, Newham Coun- 
cil also aims to encourage the 
private sector to take account of 
the Part M amendment. 
Newham has produced a set of 
design guidance notes for de- 
velopers called No Barriers, ex- 
plaining access regulations. 


IBA says yes 


to TV ads 


Charities and voluntary groups 
gave a qualified welcome to the 
IBA’s announcement last month 
that “public interest messages” 
advertising on TV and radio can 
have a trial run. 

The relaxation has been intro- 
duced as an interim measure 
while the IBA consults other in- 
terests On more fundamental 
changes to the Code of Advertis- 
ing Standards and Practice. 

The IBA says the adverts may 
not appeal for funds or support 
and reference to the name of the 
charity must be confined to writ- 
ten text on TV ora brief mention 
on radio. 

“We welcome the announce- 
ment,” says Andrew Ross, 
marketing director of The Spas- 
tics Society, “because it means 
that we will now be able to use 
broadcast media to extend our 
attitude-changing advertising, 
and that’s a good thing.” 

After consultation with the 
Home Office the IBA have also 
forbidden the use of “emotive 
content” such as battered chil- 
dren in the adverts. 


Thank you 
from DN 


As the second DN on tape goes 
out, we thank The Spastics Socie- 
ty’s regional committees in the 
North East, North West, Mid- 
lands, West, Wales and South 
East, and the Scottish Council for 
Spastics and the Northern Ire- 
land Council for Orthopaedic 
Development, for funding this 
free pilot project. 

Thank you also to David Buck- 
ley, chairman and engineer of 
Harrow Talking Newspaper, 
who gives his free time every 
month to help us make the mas- 
ter tape. 

If you would like to have DN 
on tape, contact Gayle Mooney, 
tel: 01-636 5020, ext 244. 


together with your child! 


@ Folds into flat, neat portable unit 


@ A combination of 9 seat sizes are availablefor 
_ the growing child using the same frame a 


@ Reclining back available 


; 
| 
| 


i Name 


@ Easy to steer, very 
manoeuvrable 


@ Attractive colour 
and design 


@RTHO-KINE 


ORTHO-KINETICS (UK) LIMITED 
: Address 


For further details of this chair 
: a and our wide range of products 
; contact us today. 


Kes 


Care Chair Division 
EJ. Gaffney House 
190 Commercial Road 

Totton, Southampton S04 3ZZ 

Tel. 0703 863629 / 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS 


Labour attacks 
benefit changes 


Labour opened a “second front” 
in its attack on the Government 
last month by launching a cam- 
paign to expose the effects the 
Social Security Act 1986 (which 
comes into effect this month) 
will have on Britain’s poor. 

During Prime Minister’s Ques- 
tion Time, Labour leader Neil 
Kinnock claimed that by with- 
drawing housing benefit from 
anyone with more than £6,000 
savings, 700,000 pensioners 
would lose out, amounting to “a 
fine on thrift”. 

The Government defended 
the Act as “the most fundamental 
attempt to direct help towards 
those in genuine need since the 
War.” Social Services Secretary 
John Moore told Tory backben- 
chers that 88 per cent of people 
on income-related benefits 
would gain — a claim denounced 
by Shadow Social Services 
Secretary Robin Cook as “wholly 
untrue”. 

He said the Government’s 
own figures showed that 
3,650,000 would receive less be- 
nefit, compared with 3,190,000 
receiving more. 


Index-linked 
child benefit 


rejected 


On the eve of the Budget, Labour 
renewed its attack on the social 
security changes in a debate on 
the 33 Lords amendments to the 
new Social Security Bill. 
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With the Budget only hours 
away, the Government took the 
unusual step of guillotining 
(limiting ) the debate to 6 hours. 

During the debate, the Social 
Security Minister, Nicholas 
Scott, accepted an amendment 
requiring an annual review 
of child benefit which took 
account of the Retail Price Index. 
This had support from all parties, 


“but a Labour motion to retain 


index-linking was defeated. 

Shadow Leader of the House, 
Frank Dobson, quoted Mrs 
Thatcher as saying the Good 
Samaritan had only been able to 
help because he had the money 
to back his intentions. “Tomor- 
row will show that the Chancel- 
lor has the money but not the 
intention,” said Mr Dobson. 

With the reduction of attend- 
ance allowance for people with 
epilepsy by £30 and some 
500,000 children losing 
right to free school dinners 
among the new proposals, the 
Government “resembled the 
thieves who mugged the mian in 
the first place,” he said. 


Job chances hit 


Disabled people’s hopes for bet- 
ter job prospects received a 
blow in the Commons. last 
month when the Government 
reversed their defeat in the 
Lords and rejected Clause 19 of 
the Local Government Bill. 

The clause, inserted by the 
Lords in February with the sup- 
port of RADAR and The Spastics 
Society, would have allowed loc- 
al authorities to ask questions ab- 
out companies’ policies towards 
the employment of disabled 
people. 


the . 


The Bill as it now stands pre- 


vents local authorities consider- 
ing “non-commercial matters” 
when awarding contracts for 
services. 


Correction: the headline last 
month “Councils can refuse con- 
tracts to breakers of 3 per cent 
quota law” was wrong. The 
clause inserted by the Lords 
would not have allowed con- 
tracts to be withheld, and refer- 
red to the Code of Good Practice 
on Employment of Disabled Peo- 
ple, not the 3 per cent quota law. 


HOUSE OF LORDS 


Lords ask 
questions about 


&5 million fund 


Concern about the effects of the 
Social Security Act was also ex- 
pressed in the Lords last month. 

Lord Carter (Labour) asked 
what progress the Government 
had made in discussions with 
voluntary organisations on a 
scheme to ensure that newly dis- 


Lord Carter 


abled people do not receive less 
benefit than those already dis- 
abled before the Act comes into 
effect this month. 

Under-Secretary of State for 
Health and Social Security, Lord 
Skelmersdale, replied that the 
£5 million trust announced in 
the Commons in February 
would take care of the estimated 
250 severely disabled new 
claimants who would have lost 
the most. 

Lord Carter wanted to know 
how the figures £5 million and 
250 people were arrived at, how 
long the scheme would last and 
if it was cash limited. Was the 
Minister aware that many dis- 
ability organisations had ex- 
pressed “grave reservations” ab- 
out the fund? 

Lord Skelmersdale avoided 
answering these questions, ex- 
cept to say that DIG had made 
the most interesting suggestions 
for setting up the fund. It could 
be wound up “when appropri- 
ate”, probably within 3 to 5 
years, he said. 

Lord Allen (Independent) 
pointed out that 6 out of the 7 
organisations consulted had dis- 
approved of the scheme. 


Lord Banks (Liberal) asked 
why disabled people's statutory 
right to benefit within the social 
security system was being re- 
placed with cash-limited charity. 

Lord Skelmersdale said that 
because the new system has “a 
broad-brush effect”, the Govern- 
ment thought it would be im- 
possible to fit severely disabled 
people into it and preferred this 
more flexible stop-gap solution. 

At the Report stage of the new 
Social Security Bill Lord Carter 
once more harried the Govern- 
ment about the trust fund. He 
moved an amendment which 
would have made it part of the 
Bill and limited the scheme to 3 
years. 

Although Lord Skelmersdale 
agreed the fund should be tem- 
porary, he said flexibility was 
crucial, and a time limit would 
destroy this. The amendment 
was withdrawn. 


No attendance 
allowance for 
under-2’s — yet 


Baroness Turner moved an 
amendment to the Social Secur- 
ity Bill to make disabled children 
under 2-years-old eligible for 
attendance allowance. 

She said the argument that all 
children under 2 require a lot of 
attention, so disabled ones 
should not receive attendance 
allowance, was invalid. 

Several specialist organisa- 
tions, including The Spastics 
Society, had pointed out to her 
that parents of disabled children 
face much greater demands on 
their time and resources than 
other parents. Caring for the 
children in hospital would cost 
the state at least £200 a week 
each, she said. 

The Government was com- 
mitted to a wide scrutiny of 
attendance allowance, along 
with other disability benefits, in 
the light of the Griffiths Report 
and the OPCS survey (due later 
this year ) and it would be wrong 
to consider a change “in this one 
marrow area”, said Lord Skel- 
mersdale. The Baroness with- 
drew the amendment. 

Julian Marshall 


DO YOU KNOW 
WHO CARES? 


_ Please help find the 15 
most caring people in Britain. 


ae 


CARE 
AWARDS 
1988 


In association with 


The 
VOLUNTEER 


Centre ux 


/ WHITBREAD 
COMMUNITY 


Each will receive 


resources of care and concern who 
support others, often less fortunate than 


themselves. 


To obtain a nomination form 


ring 061-833 0524 


or write to 


Whitbread Community Care Awards 


FREEPOST (No stamp required), 


Manchester M2 8BS 


Closing date 19th September 1988. 


£1,000 


Show you care for them. 


The Whitbread Community Care Awards 
are designed to recognise and reward 
ordinary people with extraordinary 


_ ters claimants need to get extra — 


to extend the exchange. 


disabilities. Exchange visits anda — 


NEWS | 
IN BRIEF 


Claimants ripped-off 
Many doctors and consultants in- 
London are charging for the let-~ 


benefits, although this breaks © 
GPs’ terms of contract, a survey — 
by London Welfare Benefits has © 
revealed. | 
The survey covered agencies 
giving advice to the public. © 
Sixty-three per cent said their — 
clients were being asked to pay jj 
for the evidence they needed. 
Over three-quarters of the con- 
sultants who charged, charged 
from <£10-£50 and _ three- 
quarters of the doctors asked for J 
£5 or less. a 
Medical evidence is required — 
if a claim for one of the disability | 
benefits, such as attendance allo- | 
wance, is turned down. 


Exchange of heart 


The telephone exchange allow- | 
ing deaf people to use the phone, — 
which had been threatened by a |} 
lack of cash, has been saved. . 
British Telecom, the Depart- — 
ment of Trade and Industry and }} 
the DHSS have stepped in with © 
£170,000 between them, to be § 
spread over 2 years. | 
“The grant shows that the | 
Government is at last thinking }) 
seriously about the needs of deaf © 
people,” said Mike Whitlam, | 
chief executive of the Royal 9 
National Institute for the Deaf. 
He said that the RNID is hoping 


PHAB Federation { 
PHAB (Physically Handicapped } 
and Able Bodied) last month | 
launched an International Fed- — 
eration with organisations from — 
over a dozen countries. 

Under the slogan “making — 
more of life together”, the fed- | 
eration aims to use social activi- |} 
ties to break down barrier ¢-_ 
tween people with and without 


newsletter are planned. 

The first chairman, John Mical- 
lef from Malta, said: “It is our job }) 
to persuade our governments © 


that the necessary legislation is “} 


passed in our respective coun- |} 
tries. I think that everyone will } 
do their best to see that the phi- 
losophy of integration is spread — 
to all parts of the world.” ’ 


Share your 
problems by 
phone 


If you want advice ona per- | 
sonal or spiritual problem, | | 
why not talk to Lin Ber- 
wick, Disability Now’s 
telephone counsellor, 
who is disabled herself? 
Lin is at the end of the 
line on Monday after- 
noons from 1pm to 5pm, 
and on Thursdays from 
6pm to 10pm. : 
Her telephone number | | 
is Hornchurch (04024)| | 
58325. / 
| 


= | 
bAbleAidy 
For sensitive and sensible 
alterations, adaptations, and 4 
new-build for the disabled I | 
domesticand commercial | | 
hotels, colleges, offices, | | 
shops, granny flats, extra } 
bathrooms, etc. | 
086-77-3583/3936 
18 Templars Close, 


Wheatley, 
OXFORD OX9 1PA 
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YOU'LL HAVE LITTLE 
‘TROUBLE ADJUSTING TO THE 


VAUXHALL BELMONT. 


1. More headroom than Allow us to introduce to you the rest of 
. its nearest competitors. the Vauxhall Belmont. 
E You will find it more than accommo- 


dating. Especially as the front doors open 
to a 65° angle. 


A low loading lip offers easy access to 
eee, the largest boot in its class, 19.4 cu. ft. no less. 
However, should the occasional load 


2-390, allesund prove too unwieldy, 60/40 folding rear seats 
visibility. will no doubt provide ample space. 


Up front, power steering and even 
automatic transmission are available on 
some models. 


And with the Merit starting at just 
£6,544, you'll have little or no trouble 
adjusting to the price either. 


=3~ The seat belts can 
be individually altered 
for height and driving | 
position. 


44. The steering wheel can 
move through 20° to the most 
comfortable angle. (Optional 
extra on some models.) 


@G. More front 
legroom than its 
closest rivals. 


&. The driving seat can not only move 
back and forth, but also up and down. 
(An optional extra on the Merit.) 


| _ Please send me more information about Vauxhall | 


| Motability schemes. (Please tick box) 

| NOVAL] ASTRAL] BELMONT({) ~ CAVALIER LJ. | 

| Name | 

| Address a | 

| eee. fies, Gt Postcode io 
| 


Vauxhall Motors Limited, Route 6480/SI1, PO Box No. 3, 
Luton, Beds. LU2 OSY. 


ee ee 


VAUXHALL. ONCE DRIVEN, _osEy EE SMITTEN. 


GEL] VAUXHALL 1S BACKED BY THE WORLDWIDE RESOURCES OF GENERAL MOTORS. CAR ILLUSTRATED BELMONT MERIT. PRICE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS, INCLUDES CAR TAX AND VAT. DELIVERY AND NUMBER PLATES ARE EXTRA. 
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Prize- winner meets members of The Spastics Society’s Council: from left, Derek Ashcroft, Barbara Mactie- 


{ Leon Morris 


jewska, Kazimierz Jedynski, Douglas Shapland, Zofia Maciejewska, Bill Huddleston and Valerie Lang. 


Polish “blue mushroom’ takes the prize 


It isn’t every day you see a blue 
mushroom, so Kazimierz Jedyns- 
ki was rather excited when he 
thought he spied one on his farm 
in the tiny community of Cheim- 
no, in Poland. 

When he got right up to it, “I 
was really scared to pick it up,” 
he said, “I thought it was a secret 
weapon.” 

In fact it was a 12in helium- 
filled balloon, launched nearly 
1000 miles away by Mrs Ann 
Fawkes at Daresbury, Warring- 
ton — one of over 200,000 spon- 
sored by the public as part of The 
Spastics Society’s National Bal- 
loon Race in September. 

When Kazimierz eventually 
realised what it was and found 
his spectacles, he couldn’t read 
the label. So his cousin, who 
spoke English, had to help him 
fill in the coupon and send it 
back to England. 

Five weeks later he heard he 


seems 


He came in March with his 
daughter, Zofia Maciejewska and © 
19-year-old grand-daughter Bar- 
bara. None of them had been out 
of Poland before. 

“Everything 
dream,” he said, when he came 
to The Spastics Society for lunch 
one day. “I can’t find words to say 


like a 


what it is like. I just want to keep 


my eyes open and see every- 


had won first prize for finding the 
balloon that had travelled furth- 
est — a week in London including 


a weekend at the London Hilton, - 
| 


heart's 


Kazimierz... gets his 


thing.” 

Over the week the visitors 
were showered with gifts and 
trips, donated by various orga- 
nisations. They went to Madame 
Tussauds, the Ideal Homes Ex- 
hibition and Marks and Spencer, 
visited a farm, went on the 
Thames and saw 427d Street and 
Starlight Express. 

Kazimierz even got his heart’s 
desire: electric sheep shears, un- 
obtainable in Poland, generously 
donated by Nationwide/Anglia 
Building Society (sponsors of 
the balloon race). 

“They said they had a wonder- 
ful time and would never stop 
talking about it,” said Sheila 
Rawstorne. She organised the 
trip while Nina Heycock 
arranged press coverage. 

Who knows what Kazimierz 
will find next? He found a silver 


_medal on a chain depicting the 


baptism of Christ. “I’ve had 
dreams of wandering through 
the fields and picking up some- 
thing,” he said. But never in his 
wildest dreams did he stay at the 


Griffiths report on 


community care 
continued from page I 


and purchasers of care services — 
not as monopolistic providers.” 

Sir Roy believes that the way 
money is presently spent does 
not allow a comprehensive 
approach like this. For example, 
none of the central govern- 
ment’s grants for local authority 
expenditure are earmarked for 
community care; there may or 
may not be joint projects 
financed with health authorities 
at local level, and there is cer- 
tainly no responsibility for what 
is provided through social secur- 
ity. As a result, “the system is 
almost designed to produce 
patchy performance.” 

He finds the separate funding 
of residential and nursing home 
care through social security, 
with no assessment of a person’s 
need, “a fundamental obstacle”. 
So he proposes that ‘social ser- 
vices should be responsible for 
assessing people and, if residen- 
tial care is judged appropriate, 
meeting some of the costs over 
and above a means-tested “re- 
sidential allowance”. 

He thinks social services 
should also fund community 
care projects supported through 
NHS joint finance and spend 
money, now allocated to the 
community care grant elements 
of the Social Fund, on goods and 
services to keep people in their 
homes. 

Central Government should 
arrange the necessary transfer of 
money. It should also channel 
“specific grants” to social ser- 
vices for Community care, in- 
cluding for people discharged 
from long stay hospital. This 
would help social services while 
making them more accountable 
for how the money is spent. 

To underline its responsibility 


proposes that the Governmen 
should appoint a minister to 
oversee policy, plan objectives 
and priorities, decide standards, © 
review local performance andi 
distribute the specific grant. 
Among other proposals are: 


@ the functions of a “community 
carer” should be developed, 
with training, so that one person 
could provide a range of practic- 
al help to a consumer, rather 
than an over-stretched profes- 
sional 


@a “care manager” should be 

nominated for each long stay pa- | 
tient leaving hospital and swift 

action should be taken on re- 

employing hospital staff in the 

community 

@GPs should be required to 

notify social services if a patient 

needs community care __ 


@ information on all types of 
community care should be easily 
available 


@ a consumer, and their carer, 
should know who to turn to in an 
emergency. 


Some of the recommenda- 
tions will need new legislation 
and their costs, Sir Roy admits, 
will need to be worked out. 

Although not a recommenda- 
tion, Sir Roy favours experi- 
ments with vouchers or credits 
to allow consumers to choose 
their own care and carer. 

The report has been played 
down by the Government. 
Although the emphasis on im- 
proving efficiency may be attrac- 
tive, giving more powers to local 
authorities runs counter to cur- 
rent Government thinking. 

John Moore has said he will 
consider the proposals along 
with those of Lady Wagner. The 
Government is to bring forward 
“in due 


its own proposals 
course”. 


Community Care: Agenda for Ac- 


tion, HMSO £3.90. 


flying courtesy of LOT Airlines. | desire: electric sheep shears. ‘Hilton! _for community care, Sir Roy 


? 


Fasten your seat belts. happens. The car seems to relax job, it uses a lot less petrol than a conventional auto- 
matic. In Government fuel tests it achieved 58.9 mpg 
at 56 mph* 


We could go on for ever about this little car; how 


into a lovely. quiet cruise. 
It's a bit like having a sixth 
gear, which in effect it has. The 


You're coming for a drive in a truly amazing litle 
car. It's a 1.1 litre Ford Fiesta with a new kind of automatic 
gearbox, one that's designed especially for small cars. 
easy it is to drive in town, what fun it is on-winding roads. 
But, better by far, why not try it for yourself. 

The Fiesta Automatic is available in L or Ghia trim. 


In the first place, it feels as nippy as a manual. engine slows right down but you 


In the second place, you'll be amazed by its fuel | maintain your speed. Wonderful 
economy.* for motorways. 
And, in the third place, it's great fun. And most Ford dealers should be able to 
Let's suppose you're just moving off. All the arrange a demo. 
controls will seem quite familiar The gear lever One last word, don't be put off if it feels 
has five positions: park, reverse, neutral, drive a little odd at first. It'll only take you a couple 
and low. Slot it into drive, squeeze the accelerator, of miles to get used to it. Once you have, we 
you're away. And here's where bet you'll agree, it’s magic. 

If you would like full details 
of the Fiesta CTX, the Ford 


Motability Scheme and a copy 


you get your first surprise. This 
little car is quick off the mark. 
That's because the gear- 

of our brochure “Ford and the 

Disabled Motorist” then please fill in the “Freepost” 
coupon below or contact Ford Personal Import Export Ltd, 
Motability Dept. DNX, 8 Balderton Street, London 


box is much simpler than a 
conventional automatic. So it doesn't use up as much 


engine power. 


In tests, it's done 0-60 mph within a second and a 
half of the five speed manual, and reached 87 mpht 
But the best is still to come. As you accelerate, 
you expect to feel it change gear. 
But you don't. 


You see, the gearbox doesn’t have the usual gears. 


That also 


explains why this 


Instead, it continuously adjusts itself so that you're always 

in the most efficient ratio for the prevailing conditions. 
People say it feels like a plane taking off. The car _ Fiesta is so economical. 

smoothly gathers speed with no hiccups along the way, _ Since it always chooses the 


and hardly any change in engine note. highest possible gear ratio for the : 


THE FIESTA CTX AUTOMATIC. 


Once you've reached your desired speed, you ease 
off on the accelerator and something else quite delightful 


tFord computed figs. “Achieved in govt. fuel economy tests - 
mpg litres per 100 km), constant 56 mph (90 kmh) 58.9 (4.8), 
constont 75 mph (120 kmh) 40.9 16.9). Urbon driving 39.2 (7.2). 


Freepost Ford, London WIE 8EZ. 
| Please send me full details of the Fiesta CTX, the 


Ford Motability Scheme and the Ford Cars brochure. 


ae a 
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Peter Little fears that their needs will be ignored 


The current Government prop- 
osals on training and employ- 
ment set out in the Employment 
Bill and the White Paper Train- 
ing for Employment have pro- 
found implications for people 
‘with disabilities. 

A survey of the labour force in 
1985.-showed that nearly one 


- quarter of people with disabili- 
ties were unemployed, com-. 
pared with under 11 percent for . 


the population as a whole. 


How will the new measures : 


affect them? 


Under the Employment Bill, 


arrangements for running the 


. Government’s employment and | 
training programmes for the un- | 


employed will be changed. 

The Manpower Services Com- 
mission (MSC) is to be renamed 
the Training Commission and 
will have 15 representative 
members plus a chairman, in- 


_ stead of the present 9. None of © 
them will represent disabled 


people. 

The functions of the new 
Commission and the powers 
available to the Secretary of State 
for Employment are clearly de- 
fined. 

People on approved training 
schemes will be subject to some 
of the same conditions as if they 
were employed. Benefit will be 
denied if they have lost a place 
on a programme through mis- 
conduct or leaving without good 


cause; have not applied for a; 
place when they have been : 
notified of a vacancy; have re- ' 


fused an offer of a place, or did 


not avail themselves of a “reason- . 
able opportunity” to go on a 


programme. 

The White Paper, published in 

February, sets out a new prog- 
ramme to help unemployed peo- 
ple over 18 to train for employ- 
ment. 
_ Starting in September this 
year, it will provide up to 12 
months training for some 
600,000 people a year. The 
annual budget is nearly £1.5b. 


Dean Courtnell, above, with play leaders Debbie Rider and Susan 
Tucker, ts one Of 55 disabled children, some behaviourally dis-. 
turbed, who come to Shackleton Hall on Saturdays or in school holi-; 


days. Adults come in the week. 24 part-time workers and 3 managers 


are funded by Community Programme. There’s no other project like 


this in the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham. 


The programme — incorporat- | 
ing recommendations from the’ 
MSC which were rushed out in’ 
just 3 months — brings together. 
more than 30 existing program- 
mes for people over 18 into a 
single Adult Training Program- 
me. 

It is open to people from 18 to. 
63 who have been unemployed 


for 6 months or more. 18 to 24-. 
year-olds unemployed for over 6. 


months but less than 12 months 
are guaranteed a place. The Gov- 
ernment “aims” to provide 


MOBILE 


POWER CUSHION LIFTING CHAIR] 


Name 


The Easy-Lift Chair makes life so much more comfortable. lifung 
you slowly and securely with the utmost ease, ul the touch of a 
switch. Many designs and colours all with quiet controlled acuon. 


oe 


Mica ce ey 
a 


| Telephone 


| Address 


| 22B Hawthome Ru. Lottbridge Drove. Easthourne BN23 6PZ Tel 0323 38 


228 


opportunities for those aged 25 
to 49 who have been out of work 
for over 2 years. 


The programme will provide — 


practical and directed training 


through projects and training | 


with employers. 

The Government has 
accepted the MSC’s. recom- 
mendations that every trainee 
should get £10 on top of his or 
her weekly benefit entitlement. 
Single people under 25 entitled 
to Income Support will get 
£11.95 a week more and mar- 
ried people without children en- 
titled to Income Support will get 
£11.25 a week more. Travel ex- 
penses over £5 a week and cer- 
tain other expenses will be reim- 
bursed. 

For disabled people, the prog- 
rammes of most interest are the 
Employment Rehabilitation 
Programme which helps about 
13,000 unemployed disabled 
people each year, and the Com- 
munity Programme, which gives 
over 220,000 long term unem- 
ployed people training and em- 
ployment opportunities on pro- 
jects of benefit to the commun- 
ity, including to people with dis- 
abilities. 

Both the Government and the 
MSC have made a commitment 
to making “special arrangements 
for disabled people and others 
with special needs” in the new 
Adult Training Programme. 

This follows strong lobbying 
by the Voluntary Sector Co- 
ordinating Group on Special Em- 
ployment Measures (VOSE- 
MAG). It used suggestions from 
Deborah Cooper of the National 
Bureau of Handicapped Students 
that special 
cover funding, eligibility, ex- 
tended training, special facilities, 
assessment of training needs, 
and so on, can be drawn from 
YTS precedents. 

The MSC’s own figures show 
that 19 per cent of the “aim” 
group are likely to be disabled. 

Although the MSC has been 
alerted at national level, it is at 
area level that important deci- 


arrangem ents [to | 


Will the Government keep its promise to make special 
employment and training arrangements for disabled peo 


sions will be made in allocating 
resources. MSC area managers 
must be reminded of the high 
priority of training people with 
disabilities for employment. 
Supplementary grants, up to 
£40 per filled place per week, 
will be available to training pro- 
viders. It is vital that training for 
people with disabilities gets 


priority when these grants are_ 
being allocated by MSC area | 


offices. 

Local disability organisations 
can play a part here. 

They can also help disabled 
people to improve their “train- 
ing for employment” opportuni- 
ties by looking at the program- 
me’s potential  —_- pee 

The training allowance. will 
give them more than their be- 
nefit entitlement. A// benefits 
will be safeguarded while the 
person is in training. This posi- 
tive advantage for some people 
with disabilities should be rec- 
ognised. 


A great concern to some. 


voluntary organisations is the 
possible loss of many of the 894 
Community Programme pro- 
jects that provide services for 
disabled people. Because the 
new programme aims to help 
“train for employment”, benefits 
to the community will be in- 
cidental. 

In fact, these projects are very 
successful, with high percen- 
tages of CP employees going on 
to permanent work in related 
fields. The MSC has made it clear 
that in principle it wishes to sup- 
port such Care and Support Pro- 
jects. 

It is less clear how far volun- 
tary sector services can be deli- 
vered under the new program- 
me. Over £80 million of CP 
money is being spent this year 
on services for disabled people. 

Many essential services may 
be lost at a time of increasing 
strain on care in the community. 
Local organisations will be 
aware of the services at risk. The 
MSC recognises the problem and 
has suggested that alternative 


The leading designers of 
switches, for use with adapted 
toys, computers and 
environmental 
equipment. 


le? 


For special needs 


SPECIAL SWITCHES 


funding should be considered... 

YTS — special training need: 
a code of practice, published i 
February, shows how well th 
MSC can do things, given prope 
time and consultation. But th 


first proposals for “speci: 
groups”, just released, again su 
fer from being produced too fas: 

People with disabilities mus 
be clearly defined, particularl 
people with learning difficultie. 
There is a real danger that the: 
needs will be ignored among a 
the other claims on = suf 
plementary grant funding. 

“It is one of our aims to seek t 
help disabled people with trait 
ing,” said Secretary of State fc 
Employment Norman Fowler, i 
the Commons in February. “ 
there is anything further I cand 
to underline that, I shall willingl 
consider it.” 

This view was endorsed i 
March, when Lord Trefgarn« 
Government spokesman in th 
Lords, promised to look at cla: 
ifying and underlining the Gov 
ernment’s commitment to mak 
special employment and trainin 


_ arrangements for disabled pec 


ple in the Employment Bill. 

The Spastics Society and othe 
voluntary organisations, wh 
supported an amendment to ez. 
sure that suitable provision ‘ 
made on the new schemes, wi 
be waiting to see if the Goverr 
ment keeps its word. 


Training for Employment 198 
CM316, HMSO £5. 


YTS Special Training Need: 


Code of Practice February 198% 
free from MSC area offices. 


Peter Little is an assistant direc 
tor of the Rathbone Society, re 
sponsible for its national C 
Managing Agency; also chat 
person of VOSEMAG and ii 
Equal 
Group. 


Opportunities Sut 


Deron, Unit 8, Foundry Lane, Byker, 


Tel: 091 276 O660. 


Newcastle upon Tyne, NE6 1LH. 


On the campaign trail, Anne 


. Pridmore meets a voter. 


“TI couldn’t make 
him stayjust — 
because I couldn't 
manage alone” 

by Anne Pridmore 


I'm out canvassing most nights 
this month because we are hav- 
ing a bye-election in Market Har- 
borough and I am a candidate. 
I’ve always wanted to be in- 
volved in the council and work- 
ing on the local access commit- 
tee I realise that if | was in a pow- 
er seat I would get more done. 

The access committee has 
only been going for 2 months, 
but we’ve managed to get the 
museum accessible without 24 
hours notice! 


FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
OUR DOORS HAVE BEEN: 
OPEN TO CHAIRBORNE 

~ PASSENGERS. 


www mem ee ee ee ew eee 


Please send full colour brochures of new and used FREEPOST) Dhatcham: 
Ford, Austin Rover, Vauxhall, Renault and Nissan Berke, RG13.1BR. Tels 0635264162 


or dial 100 and ask for 
“FREEPHONE GOWRINGS” 


Mobility 


ff EUS Se eos Pa eae | 
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Living 


independently 


I do other voluntary work, on 
committees, teaching adult liter- 
acy, domestic science and so on. 
(I have a degree in psychology. ) 

I live on social security with 
attendance and mobility allo- 
wances, rent and rate rebates. I 
have two electric wheelchairs. I 
don’t drive a car. 

I think [’'m getting my life 
sorted out. But when your hus- 
band says he wants to leave after 
20 years of marriage and you had 
no idea he was unhappy, it’s 
something you don’t get over. 

It happened in 1984. We were 
living (I still do) in a bungalow 
that is part of the council’s shel- 
tered accommodation scheme, 
supplying only emergency help. 
We shared all household and 
personal caring, just employing a 
cleaner once a week. My hus- 
band was in a full-time job. He 


had multiple sclerosis; I have . 


cerebral palsy. 

After seeing marriage gui- 
dance counsellors, I decided 
that I couldn’t make a man I 
loved stay just because I couldn’t 
manage On my own. 

So, 6 weeks before he was due 
to leave, I informed social ser- 


vices and asked what they could _ 


offer. The main problem was get- 
ting up and going to bed as I 
needed help with dressing. 

Three days before he went, 
and after many telephone calls, 
the head of the home help ser- 
vice visited me and asked if I 
could suggest anyone who might 
be willing to, be an auxiliary 
home help. She had no experi- 
ence of a younger disabled per- 
son who was determined to live 
in the community. 

The arrangement worked out 
is that an acquaintance of mine 
(now a friend), who lives down 
the road, works 2 weeks on, 2 
weeks off, and when she is not 
there I have a home help.in the 


‘morning for 112-2 hours and a 


district nurse at night. 

Pat does any jobs I need doing 
like preparing vegetables, house- 
work or giving me a shower, out 


_ of the goodness of her heart. She 
.is only paid to get me up and put 


The battle f 


me to bed — £12 a. week. She has 
had no increase in 3'% years. To 
supply a home help every morn- 
ing and a nurse at night comes to 
a lot more than £12 a week, 

It also puts a disabled person 
in a dependent position, where 
you are expected to feel grateful 
for dedicated carers. I feel a lot 
more tired in the weeks when 
Pat is “on” because I don’t like to 
ask her to do things. She’s only 
doing it as a favour. It might stop 


"any time. 


Having so many carers is com- 
plicated too. I never know which 


home help will turn up and dres- , 


sing can be frustrating when 
neither is used to the other. Ev- 
erything I need for 24 hours has 
to be left within reach. 

If I want to go out at night I 
cannot take a shower and change 
my clothes; I have to sit all day in 
what I shall wear that night. 


“Disabled people 
need financial 
help to employ 
their own carer” 


The nurse may come any time 
after 8.15 pm to put me to bed. 
It’s so early, and anyway, I can’t 
“last out” for 12 hours, so I’ve 
now taught myself to hoist my 
legs into bed. 

If I want to go out on an even- 
ing when the nurse is “on”, Ihave 
to ask my friends to put me to 
bed. This can devalue 
friendships and make rela- 
tionships with the opposite sex 
difficult. And then your home 
help arrives at 9.am. There is no 
privacy livingasIdo. . — 

Sometimes the arrangements 
break down. For 3 days over this 
New Year, I relied on friends to 
help me because social services 
said they couldn’t find anyone. 

What disabled people need is 
financial assistance to employ 
their own carer. Then we could 
negotiate the help we need, 
arrange flexible hours which suit 
both parties and have more con- 


_ trol over our lives. 


No tools needed, one 
size only will fit most 


household chairs. 


@ Fully adjustable to any width 
will suit your favourite chair. 


@ Safe and easy to manoeuvre 


even on Carpets. 


@ A heavy duty webbing securing 
strap with non slip buckle ensures 


safe positioning. 


@ Folds neatly away into a carry 


bag. 


Dietease send me further details on the Mobility Aid 


Name Position 
Hospital/Practice 
Address 

Phone 


ae 


[ DN/4/88 


@ Manufactured from 
lightweight tough alloy. 
@ Secure wheel locks on 
the back castors ensure 
complete safety. 


@ Telescopic foot rest/ 
a. oe for width. 

@ Reverse the chair and limited 
‘independent movement canbe - 
achieved. 


THERAPY E] 


Now please post— no stamp needed | 
Camp Therapy, FREEPOST, 

Northgate House, Staple Gardens, 
Winchester, Hants, SO23 8ST. 
Tel: (0962) 55248 


A NEW INNOVATION IN MOBILITY AROUND THE HOME. 


Using custom-planned support, Elli 


presenting careers. 


How to fint 


ma ae eee 
os 


pot 


i 
/ 
| 


Relying on favours: Anne Pridmoi : 
£12 a weeR just. to get Anne ee andy 


| 


| 


can pursue her writing, acting 
; : 


Contact your local authority’s so: 
services department for information 
The National Association of Di 
ablement Information and Advil 
Lines has local groups who show 
know about care schemes. If you c 
not find a DIAL in the phone book, c 
tact the national headquarters, Vic 
Buildings, 117 High Street, Clay Crog 
Chesterfield, Derbyshire S45 ae 

(0246) 250055. 
The National Crossroads Attendz 
Scheme, 10 Regent Place, Rugl 
CB22 2PN, tel: (0788) 73653, has 1 . 
schemes in the UK offering trained c 
attendants who give practical help’ 
carers. No. charge is made to ing 
viduals or families; care attendants aj 
paid by statutory services. For your I@ 
al scheme contact the national office} 
Community Service Volunteel 


card 


i 


mors eS 


‘ 4 Re Ceo 4 we 
; yess a 


flatmates” I lived on my own and, 
using my attendance allowance, 
employed my own helpers. 

Although I loved being by my- 
self, it was a risky business. 
Stamped on my memory are 3 
incidents which triggered off my 
decision to apply for a 2- 
bedroom flat and more suitable 
assistance. 

One night I spilled a large car- 
ton of cream all over the kitchen 
floor. All I could do was tell my- 
self not to cry over spilt cream. 

The other two incidents were 


_more serious. I slipped in the 


shower and had to crawl naked 
to the intercom (which I some- 
how miraculously managed to 


“When people work 
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adequate caring 


Case Manager Project (now cal- 
led Choice, a charity whose ori- 
ginal funds have run out but 
which still keep going). 

Since it is an independent 
advice service aimed at giving 
disabled people a greater say in 
the running of their own live i, I 
realised I stood a much better 
chance of obtaining the neces- 
sary help with one of their case 
managers fighting on my behalf. 

What a sad irony that those 
who live with disability 24 hours 
a day still have to have an able- 
bodied and professional voice to 
have clout. 

Now I have 2 care assistants 
supplied through the Crossroads 
scheme — one working 4 days, 
the other 3 days a week. 


Peter Chilcott and Suzanne Everett: a new-style agency. 


“Our aim is to 
find enough carers 
to keep people 


expecting carers to shoulder the 
same caring load as a family. 

“J need two carers, and I pay 
them half as much as a full-time 
carer, which is actually cheaper 


My case manager persuaded ‘ *tx; for me. But they are getting a 

Se me as a favour 5 ee aa local health authority in the community half-time job which they find 
e situatio and the social services depart- Peter, Chilcott is quadraplegic pleasant.” 

ation soon yy ‘ment to share the funding be- and relies on carers to keep him One source of carers, he 

becomes unbearable tween them. As he pointed out, it living at home. He is also'a busi- _ thinks, could be young people 


reach from the floor) to let 
someone in; then I was once 
stranded dangling half in, half 
out of my wheelchair for several 
hours before a neighbour hear- 
ing my cries broke in. 

When I first moved into my 2- 
bedroom flat I shared with a 
close friend who gave me some 
assistance (eg cooking if she and 
I were in together), but by that 
time in addition to my home- 
help I also had a district nurse to 


makes more sense than provid- 
ing a hotch-potch of services 
which are inadequate but prob- 
ably just as expensive. 

My life is radically different 
now. Because one of my assis- 
tants drives, I was able to buy a 
car, rather than have the con- 
stant headache of booking Dial- 


» a-Ride or cabs, neither of which 


is 100 per cent reliable. 

If disabled people rely on a 
friend or volunteer, they can be 
forced into a situation where 


~ness man. 


Putting the two 
together has produced Peters 
People, a new domestic staff 
agency which has a section for 
disabled adults and children. 

He believes it is the only agen- 


Based at Peterborough, it deals 
with enquiries nationwide. 
“Finding the right carer was 
quite difficult for me,” he says, 
“and then I thought how many 
others must want the same ser- 
vice. Lack of carers is a barrier to 


cy of its kind in the country. 


from Denmark and _ Hollasyi: 
They do not need work permits 
because both countries are EEC. 
members and in England they 
can get the practical experience 
that is required before they can 
start nursing training at home. 
So far Peters People has placed 
2 short-term carers and one 
long-term carer. It charges £20 
for a short-term placement 
(wages are negotiated between 
client and carer) and 3 weeks 
gross wages for a long-term 


home help, Pat Brown, is paid help me get up anda volunteer __ they are made to feel guilty for _| people living independently. — placement. 
9 bed. But she does much more. froma local agency tocookonce __ things only their disability pre- | Our aim is to find enough carers The agency has __ been 
“Ae was close to aweek. vents them from doing. When to keep people in the commun- approached by a travel agency 
i 3 However, as my life became the people working for me doit | ity.” wanting holiday carers for dis-— 
despair... my life increasingly pressured by work, —_asa favour the situation soon be- Suzanne Everett, who man- abled people and local authority 
ai usa I needed people to fitin with my | comes unbearable. Only when ages the agency, wonders ifone social services departments have 
18 radically timetable, not vice-versa. they are being paid can the rela- | reason for the shortage of carers expressed interest. | 
iff 99 I was close to despair over get- _ tionship be unstrained. is because care assistants don’t “We can now give people 
d er ent now ting up — you could guarantee My support system is not realise the demand:“WhenIwas advice on how to set up the 
by Ellen Wilkie when I needed a lie-in the dis- ideal. For example, one of my a care assistant for 3 years, I job they want done and ensure 
4 trict nurse would arrive too ear- facilitators is mot a driver. didn’t realise there were jobs that it is attractive,” says Peter 
I was “lucky” enough to leave _ ly, yet when my work demanded However, anyone expecting outside the residential centre,” | Chilcott. - 


I had a home-help, but there’s lifts from 
| alimit to what one pair of hands floor 
# can do in 2 short sessions per q 
e week, one of which was desig- to chair 


carer 
7 Pentonville Road, London N1 9NJ, 
I 01-278 6601, runs 12 independent 


| home and find an adapted one- 
/ bedroom flat in London 5’ 
| years ago. 


People asked my mother 


| (who gave me most of my “per- 
| sonal assistance”) if she felt guil- 


ty or sorry I had gone, without 
realising she was sensible 
enough to let me get on with 
what she knew I wanted to do. 
It wasn’t easy for the succes- 
sion of flatmates, because they 
slept on the living-room floor 
and being an open-plan flat they 


had no privacy. Added to that 


they had to do some jobs I was 
unable to do (eg washing up). 
We had an arrangement where- 


c by I paid the rent and they gave 


me their time in return. 


nated “shopping only” anyway. 


The time I was “between 


yr sometimes two-to-one) to help 
iysically or mentally disabled people 


in the community. Payment is 
otiated between the user and social 


he Leonard Cheshire Foundation, 
5/29 Maunsel Street, London SW1P 
IN, tel: 61-828 1822, runs 23 family 
port services (not in Scotland or N 
and) for people with physical or 


.an early start it was always, “Oh 


we can’t do it. We have to get 
people up for the day centre.” 
Similarly, with the home-help, 
she might have started my iron- 
ing then get an emergency call. 
At the time when my friend 
had to move out, I heard of the 


perfection would be unrealistic. 

Weighing up the pros and 
cons of living independently, I 
have no regrets. 


Alistair Anderson, Choice, 152 
Camden Road, London NW1 
OUHL, tel: 01-482 3687. 


Powered By 


AT LAST A MULTI-PURPOSE LIFTER 
THE NEW MANGAR BOOSTER! 


Pure Air 


PORTABLE 


1 


she says. She is looking for carers 
who have practical experience, 
though not necessarily formal 
qualifications. , 

Peter Chilcott has found that 
pay seems to be less important 
than a reasonable job and he be- 
lieves disabled people must stop 


WOW ('M INDEPENDENT 
AGAIN; WHATEVER THE 
WEATHER! 


@ Easy to drive 
—learn in minutes. 

@ Runs up to 8 hours on fully 
charged battery pack. 

@ Wide range of extras. 

@ Scales kerbs up to 5” hills up 
to1in4. 


Batncar (_] 


Name 
Address 


FREE home demonstration 
or FREE colour brochure, 
just fill in the coupon 
and send 


TODAY! 


> 
Please arrange a FREE home demonstration (_] 
Please send me your brochure on: 
Beta Scooter {_] 


When the agency is estab- 
lished, he hopes to supply train- 
ing for long-term carers. 


Peters People, CWP House, 


Edgerley Drain Road, Peterbor- 
tel: (0733) 


ough PEI 5YG, 


93.7303: 


MY BETA MEANS THAT 
| CAN GO OUT SHOPPING 
ON MY OWN AGAIN! 


y 


@ Dismantles to fit in most _.. 
family car boots. 

@ Can be reassembled in less 
than a minute. 

@ Stylish and simple to drive. 


Entire Range (_} 


For further details CONTACT: Mangar Aids Ltd., 
Presteigne Industrial Estate, Presteigne, Powys. LD8 2UF 
Tel: No. 0544 267674 Sales Dept. 
Approved by Stoke Mandeville Hospital 
A British Product shown in the Design Centre London. 


atal disability or mental illness. Care 
istants with some training are paid 
years by the Foundation during 
h it negotiates joint finance from 
tory services to carry on the ser- 
There are long queues. 
PS oe x 


| ZzparricaR ! 


, — A MEMBER OF THE FANDSTAN ELECTRIC GROU P 
Batricar Limited. Tanlaw Park, East Street, Chard, Somerset TA20 1EP. Tel: (0460) 67681 ; 


Dies 
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<<} 


10 


DISABILITY NOW — APRIL 1988 _ 


FIAT GIVES 
YOU MOBILITY INSIDE 
AS WELL AS OUT. 


It is true that most small cars are ideal for getting in and out of traffic. 
But what about getting in and out of the car itself? | 

That's something Fiat considered very carefully when they were designing 
the Fiat Uno. 

You'll find its exceptionally wide doors allow for easy access into a 
spacious interior. While the exterior still gives you all the advantages of a 
small car. 

The new five door Uno Selec has an added advantage. It features the 
revolutionary ‘Continuously Variable Transmission. 


Put simply, it enables you to always be in the right gear at the right time. 


As well as being more economical than normal automatics, its also 


smoother (so your shopping won't be sliding off the back seat between gears). 


What's more, If you have a mobility allowance youre eligible tor special 
reductions and finance deals. 

Phone 0800 521 581 and we'll put you in touch with your local dealer. 
They'll be able to tell you how our Mobility Scheme can improve your mobility. 
Inside as well as out. 


IF [I /A/T | 


EUROPE'’S DRIVING FORCE 


¥. 


; 
| 


’ X ' ri bu 
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SEE 


PRODUCT 
BRIEFING 


DN’s pick of what’s new or 
interesting on the market 


Get mobile! 


e Chair is a new. wheelchair 

hich is designed to be strong 

ut light-weight, making it easy 

o handle and dismantle. 

Made out of steel tubing and 

ith a hard-wearing, baked paint . 

ish in red, blue or white, the: 

asic chair frame weighs 16 lbs. | 
Detachable components such as" 
wheels, foot plates and arm rests 
take the weight up to 30 Ibs. 
The chair can be dismantled 
o be stored, for example, in a car 
ot. It folds by a single scissor 
iction and the wheels can then 
e detached without a spanner, 
lich means it is less awkward © 
get into a tight space. 
Other features include non- 
ip, textured aluminium push 
s and a clothes guard be- 
een the seat and arm-rest, 
nade of shatterproof plastic. 


_ Le Chair costs £595 and is 
available from Hancock & Lane, 
South March, Long March In-— 
dustrial Estate, Daventry, North-. 
ants NN11 4PH and from dealers. 
around the country. 


A new model of the Powex leg 
exerciser has been developed 
by Cleeve House Products. 

__ The Powex can be used from a 
wheelchair or standard chair and 
can be operated either manually 

to build up muscles or’ with 
power-assistance to exercise 

‘muscles passively and keep them 
toned up. 

. The pressure needed to push 
the pedals can be adjusted to suit 

the user’s strength, and when the 

Powex is electronically po- 
wered, it can be set at different 

“speeds. It would suit people with 

paraplegia, MS, or rheumatism 
and stroke victims. 

_ The Powex costs £475, deliv- 
ery included. Available from 

Cleeve House Products, 99 Mal- 

-vern Street, Stapenhill, Burton- 
‘on-Trent, Staffs, tel: (0283) 
48012. ’ 


‘To keep wheelchairs and other 
equipment running smoothly, 
there is a new lubricant and re- 
novating spray called SMS 1-11. 
_ Made out of high-grade sili- 
cone, it is not sticky like oil or 
grease. Colourless and odour- 
less, non staining and non flamm- 
able, SMS 1-11 can be used on 
irtually any type of surface. 
j It comes in aerosol form with 
a spot applicator tube and costs 
4.95 plus 55p p&p from Plas 
Products, Nash House, White- 
more, Congleton, Cheshire, tel: 
0782) 511552. 


Now that Spring is here it’s time 
to kick off your slippers and 
leave the fireside to get out and 
about. 

But for anyone who suffers 
with their feet, whatever the 
cause — arthritis, swelling, ham- 
mer toes, bunions— the prospect 
can be daunting. 

Footcare specialist David 
Price, who runs a mail-order 
make-it-yourself shoe company 
called Simple Way, describes the 
problem as “the greatest Cin- 
derella of the health and beauty 
business.” 

The first step to healthy, com- 
fortable feet is finding the right 
shoes, he says. 

“If you can’t find the right 
shoes even a minor problem can 
become a major disability and 
make you housebound or im- 
mobile.” 

Wearing shoes which are too 
small or too large can lead to per- 
manently deformed feet, which 
in turn can cause other health 
problems such as back strain. 

It is alright to suffer for the 
sake of beauty on the odd special 
occasion, he says, but cramming 
your feet into a pair of pretty, 
pointed high heels every day will 
only make foot problems worse 
in the long run. For everyday 
wear low heeled shoes which 
lace up or have a strap to hold 
the foot back in the shoe and pre- 
vent the toes scrunching up area 
much better choice. 

If you are disabled, for exam- 
ple with cerebral palsy, the right 


kind of shoes can actually help 


prevent deformity and make ba- 
lance and walking easier. 


Jenny Valentine/DLF 


A zipper at the heel allows the 
shoe to remain laced correctly. 
The zip can be closed with a 
dressing stick. 
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Feet first! 


Take steps to be comfortable. Karen Wingate reports 


Some disabled people will 
need surgical or orthopaedic 
shoes, and these are provided 
free by the NHS if prescribed by 
an orthopaedic consultant. 

Unfortunately, many people 
find these shoes uncomfortable, 
because they have been made 
with outdated technology and. 


there are manufacturers who 
can help, though you may have 
to pay a littke more. (NB DHSS 
single payments for footwear 
have now been abolished. ) 

It is always a good idea to in- 
vest in at least one pair of com- 
fortable walking shoes, even 
though slippers seem a cheap 


Simple Way’s footwear includes make-it-yourself shoes and sandals, 
which can be adapted for “difficult” feet. Velcro-fastening, washable 
slippers are ideal for someone who is incontinent. Shoe horns, toe 
props and foot cushions are from the Foot Shop. Simple Way and the 
Foot Shop, 5 The Tanyard, Leigh Road, Street, Somerset. 


“materials and are badly fitted, 


says David Price. 

“All over the country there are 
wardrobes full of surgical shoes 
which are unwearable,” he says. ' 
“It is an area that really needs: 
shaking up”. 

Many people who wear sur- 
gical shoes are also very dissa- 
tisfied with the way they look, 
says Rosemary Ruston, footwear 
adviser at the Disabled Living 
Foundation. “The DHSS does not 
seem to have kept up with the 
times with colours, and they use 
heavy materials.” 

If you are one of the millions 
of people who do not qualify for 
free NHS shoes and whose feet 
are not “average” in size and 
shape, it can be virtually impossi- 
ble to find comfortable shoes in 
high street shops. 

You must not resign yourself 
to suffering, however, because 


Pamper yourself with a pedicure 


Put the spring back in your step 
with a home pedicure, or if you 
cannot do it yourself or want to 
splash out have a professional 
one! It should cost from £7-50 in 
most salons. 

For a home pedicure, start by 
washing your feet in warm wa- 
ter. Dry well, especially between 
the toes. Clip your toenails 
straight across. Do not follow the 
curve of the toe as this encour- 
ages ingrown toenails. Gently 
ease back the cuticles and re- 
move hard skin with a pumice 
stone or foot-file. Finish off with 
a foot massage (try The Body 
Shop’s Peppermint Foot Lotion, 
90p) to stimulate the circula- 
tion, and a dash of pretty nail 
polish. 

Remember, feet perspire 
more than any other part of the 
body, so with summer coming 
you might want to try a footspray 
or deodorising insoles to keep 
them smelling fresh. 

Most foot care items are avail- 
able from chemists. Boots stocks 
a wide range of Scholl products 
including Creme  Footbath 
(£1.14), Rough Skin Remover 
Cream (£1.29) and Softening 
Lotion (£1.35). 


and comfortable alternative. 
Slippers can actually make prob- 
lems worse in the long term as 
they give no support to the feet, 
and do not make the foot “work”, 
pumping blood up the legs and 
preventing swelling, says 
Rosemary Ruston. 

The DLF holds a list of manu- 
facturers who make extra 
narrow/wide/deep shoes, or will 
supply odd sizes, and it has 
leaflets on adapting shoes and 
slippers and preventing exces- 
sive wear and tear. 

The DLF also keeps a list of 
shoe fitters, who carry a range of 
different styles and will help you 
select exactly the right shape for 
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your feet. TA 

“There is a good deal of skill in 
fitting someone properly with 
shoes,” says Lionel Freeman of 
the shoefitters Freeman Tonkin. 
“It’s a skill that’s sadly lacking in 
this country.” 

The emphasis is on fitting chil- 
dren, he says, and adults tend to 
be neglected. There is no com- 
plete register of shoefitters avaii- 
able, but the DLF list is a good 
place to start. 

Ifyou have no problem finding 
shoes to fit, but do have trouble 
putting shoes on, the DLF has 
many useful tips, such as replac- 
ing standard laces with elastic 
ones or buckles attached with 
elastic, and can also suggest 
places to buy long-handled shoe 
horns and other dressing aids. 

Once you’ve found the right 
shoes, you still must:not neglect 
your feet. 

Never let foot problems -go 
without seeing chiropodist,* 
advises David Price. Check with 
the Society of Chiropodists that 
the chiropodist is state reg- 
istered, which means he or she 
has completed a course in chir- 
opody, because anyone can just 


put up a plaque. 


The Disabled Living Founda- 
tion, 380-384 Harrow Road, 
London W9 2HAU, tel: 01-289 
OLTT: 

The Society of Chiropodists, 53 
Welbeck Street, London WIN : 
THE, tel: 01-486 3381. 


Shoes can be adapted to fit non- 
average feet. For extra depth, a 
shoe with an extended opening. 
(above) may be the answer. 


ARJO MECANAIDS JUNIOR 


SHOWER TROLLEY/CHANGING TABLE 


Designed for 
the special 
needs of the 
handicapped 
child. 


* Enables the 
disabled or 
handicapped child 
to be showered in a 


comfortable, horizontal 


position. 


* Facilitates quick, hygienic cleansing 


after incontinence. 


%*%* Height adjustable — can also be used as a 


changing table. 
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PATIENT LIFTING/BATHING SYSTEMS 


For more details of our Shower/ 
Changing Trolley send to: 

ARJO MECANAIDS LTD - 
FREEPOST > ST CATHERINE STREET « 
GLOUCESTER GL1 2BR - 

#8 0452 500200 
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Down’s Syndrome: An 
Introduction for Parents 
(second edition) 

by Cliff Cunningham 

(Souvenir Press, Human Hort- 
zons Series, £7.95 paperback) 


As the father of Holly, a five-year- 
old with Down’s Syndrome I 
found the first publication of this 
work in 1982 a godsend. What 
was so marvellous was that, 
while my world was turned 


upside down with the arrival of 
a handicapped baby and the 
reasonable path looked as if it 
might be obscured forever, here 
was a voice of sanity. 

As an introduction for parents 
the book gets right to the heart 
of the matter. “Will We Cope?” is 
the title of the first chapter. It 
then goes on to catalogue the 
feelings and reactions of parents 
who have just been delivered of 
a child with Down’s Syndrome. I 
couldn’t relate to all of them, but 
I suspect that all parents are in 
there somewhere. 

The next chapter deals with 
the effect on the family, center- 
ing on the reactions of the baby’s 
brothers, sisters and grandpa- 
rents, and possible conflicts be- 
tween the parents. 
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The book has its focus abso- 
lutely right: the first third is en- 
tirely given over to the initial 


anxieties new parents suffer. 
Some are major, some minor, 
some totally imaginary. 

Cliff Cunningham’s tone 
throughout is one of seeking that 
reasonable course. In trying to 


ses 


understand feelings and emo- 
tions for what they are, time and 
again he concludes that the 
problems of parenting a hand- 
icapped child are often the prob- 
lems faced by all parents. 

There is a_ straightforward 
medical description of Down's 
Syndrome, which remains ac- 
cessible to ordinary parents. 

The review of physical and 
medical characteristics — of 
Down’s Syndrome is right up to 
date even detailing current re- 
search into disturbed sleep pat- 
terns due to undetected upper 
airway obstruction. The chapter 
includes short reviews of a num- 
ber of medical therapies and 
treatments we parents are apt to 
latch on to as “miracle cures”. 
His test is simple. Where is the 
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Largest ever ® Professionals day @ Easy access from all over the UK 
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proof that they work? 
Finally, there is a robust .ex- 
amination of claims that the “in 
telligence” -of children with 
Down's Syndrome can be im- 
proved. What it does is to hand 
to the parent the means of asses- 
sing the claims of the experts. 
Roger Livingston 


Multiple Sclerosis — A 
Self-help Guide to Its 
Management 

(revised edition) 

by Judy Graham 

(Thorsons Publishing Group, 
Denington, Estate, Wellingbor- 
ough, Northants, £5.99) 


I was lucky in having a fairly 
understanding specialist to make 
the diagnosis that my problems 
are and had been multiple scler- 

_ osis. Not all specialists are like 
that, are they? 

I was in the “prime of my life”. 
I had just completed a post- 
graduate course, had studied 
music with two top professors in 
The Hague and was at the peak of 
my performing ability. It was a 
huge shock. 

“I’m afraid I can’t predict the 
course of your condition as ev- 
ery MS. sufferer is different,” he 
said,,“but there are some things 
that you can do to help stabilise 
your condition. _; , 

“There is,a very good book 
written by Judy Graham, an MS 
sufferer, called Multiple Scler- 
osis — A Self-belp Guide to Its 
Management.” 

In, London one, weekend I 
bought the book and read it all 
the way on the train from Lon- 
don to my home in Totnes. 

It was a revelation. The book 
was very well written, easy to 
understand, encouraging and in- 
formative. It was obviously 
abreast of new research develop- 
ments and, more_ importantly, 
self-help, because this is the 
most important thing for an MS 
sufferer. 

In the grey, revised edition, 
Judy Graham has included chap- 
ters on mercury in dental fillings, 
hyperbaric oxygen, mental atti- 
tude and childbirth and children 
— the questions left unanswered 
in her previous edition. 

The most important chapters 
such as the management of MS, 
what exactly is MS?, essential fat- 
ty acids, nutrition, yoga and 
mental outlook are still there, 
but she has included recent re- 
search on nutrition and MS and 
physiotherapy, as well as ex- 
panding her original chapters. 

Dr Patrick Kingsley of the Brit- 
ish Society for Nutritional Medi- 
cine and the British Society for 
Allergy and _ Environmental 
Medicine, wrote the foreword to 
this edition, which proves Judy 
Graham’s recognition in the 
medical world. } 

Iam concerned for those with 
a malignant form of MS who read 
the book and feel it is too late for 
them to try this self-help proce- 
dure. But as it is the only hope 
we have at present, we would be 
fools not to investigate the areas 
of our lives that could be re- 
sponsible for our conditions. . 

I have followed Judy Graham’s 
advice to the letter since reading 
her first edition and I have been 
stable for five years. 

I go along with Dr Kingsley 
when he says: “My experience is 
that there always is a cause or 
causes for any ill-health, includ- 
ing MS. The problem is to find it. 
But you never will find it if you 
don’t look. It’s up to you to help 
yourself, and this book will help 
you,” 


Isobel Ward 
Judy Graham's book Evening 


Primrose Oil, also published by 
Thorsons, is well worth readin, 
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At the Laing Art Gallery in 
_ Newcastle-upon-Tyne, there is a 
chance to explore 13 pieces of 
sculpture by touch. 

According to Gwen Massey, 
group education officer for Tyne 
and Wear Museums and organis- 
er of the exhibition, ‘it has 
attracted between 400 and 500 
people a day. Although the ex- 
hibition is aimed at blind people, 
visitors have also included 
schoolchildren, . people in 
wheelchairs and mentally hand- 
_ icapped people. Many visitors 
_ must now have a greater under- 
_ standing of blindness. 
} 
c 
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_ Gwen pointed out that I might 
have difficulty identifying some 
objects because the scale was 

_ sometimes larger than life, and, 
_ in fact, I did think a bunch of 
_ grapes in Roger Dickinson's Still 
_ life with Fruit was a’ melon. 
_ Gwen said this was exactly the 
sort of feedback she wanted to 
‘pass on to thé artists. ©?” 
The first exhibit’ was’ some- 
thing long’ and notched and 
made of wood. I-didn’t know 
what it was. I put my hands right 
_ round the sides and top of some- 
thing and felt the bottom. It was 
a basket. Then I felt a head, and 


some legs and realised it was an | 


_ animal. When I realised that the 
_ basket was connected by a sad- 
dle to the animal I:knew it was a 
donkey. 
With help, I approached and 
felt empty space, then two poles 
_at the front and two at the back. 


_ Laing Art Gallery 


Uncle Mohammed and the Time 
Setting Man by Roy Kitchin. 


There was a platform, alever and 
some more metal parts. My im- 
pression was of the controls of a 
steam engine. I found out later it 
was a mechanical man. 

I was helped to step on to one 
exhibit. It was like a giant pair of 
scales. Lovat, my guide dog, 
climbed on with us. We were 
wobbling, and it was like being 
on a boat in a force’9 gale. 

What I guessed to be a guitar 
because of the strings turned out 
to be twelve feet high — a giant 
harp. 

I was very impressed with the 
exhibition and the arrange- 
ments. There was plenty of time 
to explore and the gallery staff 
were most helpful. | would high- 
ly recommend a visit. 

Colin Baptist 


The exhibition is at the City 
Museum and Art Gallery, Beth- 
seda Street, Stoke-on-Trent from 
26 March to 2 May, and then 
Cliffe Castle Museum and Art 
Gallery, Spring Gardens Lane, 
Keighley from 10 May to 5 June. 


Just along from the Tie Rack at 
Waterloo Station, amidst tanta- 
lizing wafts of fresh coffee and 
hot croissants, I found the i can 
paint exhibition. Despite a 
rather pompous subtitle (Art of 
the Handicapped Child) it is an 
exuberant display of paintings, 
drawings, monoprints and col- 
lages. 

It must be 15 years since I saw 
a show of children’s art, then as a 
contributor. However, I felt an 
instant, cosy familiarity with 
many of these pictures. 

They consisted of personal, 
uninhibited portrayals from life: 
people, places, pets, trains and 
TV characters, mixed in with a 
few rather self-conscious moves 
into more objective landscape 
and still-life, and the traditional 
taste for the exotic — elephants, 
tigers, penguins and, of course, 
Jaggy the jaguar. 

The show was selected from 

800 works submitted from spe- 
cial and mainstream schools in 
the UK. The final judges in- 
cluded the head of sculpture at 
the Royal College and the Finan- 
cial Times’ att critic. 
' The design and hanging of the 
exhibition look professional, and 
reasonably sympathetic, and 
Natwest has been persuaded to 
sponsor a nationwide tour. 

Of course this is not just an 
exercise organised for the sake 
of art alone. This year I CAN (In- 
valid Children’s Aid Nation- 
wide) celebrates its centenary 
and the exhibition clearly aims 
to raise both fts profile, and some 
money. 

I often find it difficult to come 
to terms with the methods used 
by charities to raise cash. It 
seems that the temptation to en- 
gage in emotional blackmail is 
hard to resist. 

The danger is that to persuade 
the “lucky” able-bodied person 
to give money to help the “poor, 
unfortunate” disabled person 
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Robert Sinclair’s The minister’s cat is a white cat: one of the prize- 
winning paintings in the exhibition. 


serves at the same time to rein- 
force stereotypes, and it is these 
stereotypes which effectively 

suppress many disabled people. 
To its credit, I CAN has man- 
aged for the most part to avoid 
this pitfall. The prominently dis- 
played publicity -material con- 
centrates largely on the positive 
aspects of the children’s work, 
and the show itself is conceived 
as a display of the great potential 
of disabled kids. 
- Adam Reynolds 


Future tour dates: I can paint 
will visit Peterborough (24 
April), Belfast (5 May), 
Leicester (11 June), Oxford (27 
June), Birmingham (11 July), 
Edinburgh (1 August), and 
Stoke (23 September). Dates 
in Brighton, Stratford, Bath 
and Strasbourg are to be 
confirmed. The exhibition will 
end the year at the Tate 
Gallery in Liverpool For 
further details, phone I CAN, 
01-608 2462. 


KITE Limited, an All British product, 
designed especially for you;. 
suitable for all ages from 8 to 80. 
Our new range for 1988 consists of 
fashionable, colourful designs in 
proven hardwearing fabrics. 


The design features include: 
1. Generously cut garments. 
2. Large front situated pouch 


pockets. 


3. Easily managed zips and 


fasteners. 


4. Trousers with adjustable/ 
elasticated waitbands. 

5. Wider/longer legged trousers. 
6. Crutch extension for ease of 
sitting for long periods. 

7. Large range of sizes. 

8. All garments can be purchased 


individually. 


KITE Limited, Carr Clegg & Sons Ltd., Clarence Street, 
Stalybridge, Cheshire SK15 1QG. Tel: 061-330 2251/2. 
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Old faces 


In 1981, the International Year 
of Disabled People, many prog- 
rammes were broadcast on dis- 
ability. Among them were We 
Won't Go Away, a Link special 
about American activists which 
centred on Judy Heumann and a 
Man Alive programme about 
three disabled people, one of 
whoni was Alison French. These 
2 women have recently reap- 
peared on our screens. 

Both Alison and Judy have 
effervescent, attractive persona- 
lities, but there the similarity 
ends. 

I, Alison (40 Minutes BBC2, 
10 March) was the third episode 
in the TV saga of her life. (The 
Man Alive programme had been 
followed up by a 40 Minutes se- 
quel, simply called Alison.) Part 
3 picked up her life as she mar- 
ried a curate, Mark John. 

Alison is a determined person, 
and will succeed. I am glad she 
has found happiness in her mar- 
riage, but although she has ma- 
tured since we last saw her, her 
thinking on disability still only 
scratches the surface. 

Judy Heumann, on the other 
hand, provides an object lesson 
for every disabled activist, in the 


sophistication of her views on™ 


disability issues. 

She was the subject of two 
successive Link programmes 
(ITV, 14 & 21 February), in 
which she discussed a wide vari- 
ety of topics including disability 
and abortion. It was excellent 
television. She is highly articu- 
late and her ideas are extremely 
well thought outs” ; 

Winter Olympics for the 
Disabled (BBC2, 11 February) 
saw the reappearance of Cliff 
Morgan. It was an improvement 
on his earlier programme on 
Special Olympics (see DN 
September 1987 ). There was less 
cringing, sympathetic comment 
this time, but unfortunately it 
still dominated the sport itself! 

I'm not sure what Unre- 
ported Incident (BBC2, 23 
February ) was really about, but 
it was not concerned with an 
accurate portrayal of disability. 
The play centred on an ex-IRA 
bomber, shot and paralysed by a 
man who later became his carer. 
The two are invited onto ’a 
Wogan-type chat show, and hold 
the studio to ransom. It was a 
challenging role for an able- 
bodied actor, but he failed to car- 
ry it off convincingly. 

Chris Davies 


LOOK OUT FOR... 


The National Deaf Children’s 
Society is holding a Festival of 
Performing Arts at the Unicorn 
Theatre for Children, 6-7 Great 
Newport Street, London WC2 on 
6 & 7 May at 2pm. Children fs9m 
regional festivals all over the UK 
will get together for a display of 
drama, dance, mime and other 
performing arts. All seats £1. Tel: 
01-836 3334 for a booking form. 


John Railton, who lost an arm 
through cancer, will be holding: 
recitals of piano music for one 
hand at North Hertfordshire 
College, Cambridge Road, Hiteh- 
in, Herts on 30 April at 7.30pm 
and at Kings School, Cumber- 
land Street, Macclesfield. 
Cheshire on 14 May at 3pm and 
7.30pm. Children £1, adults £2. 
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Share Your Problems 


With Margaret Morgan 


Race 


I couldn't 
adjust to 
not having 
to listen for 


Debbie day 
and night” 


“1987 was a lost year for me. 
My daughter Debbie, who is 
physically and intellectually 
handicapped and also has 
epilepsy, moved into a staffed 
home just over 12 months 
ago. She is very happy there. 
My husband and I are so 
pleased and relieved that she 
is well settled and she cer- 
“tainly has developed in many 
ways. 

Iam very cross with myself 
really, as I have wasted so 
much time since Debbie left 
home, not wanting to start 
anything new. I just couldn’t 
adjust to not having to listen 
for Debbie day and night or 
to ‘letting go’. I have felt very 
low and ill and the doctor 
says that my high blood 
pressure was a nervous reac- 
tion. It is now under control 
and [I started 1988 deter- 
mined, with God’s help, to get 
back to my normal self. 

Have you ever heard of 
other mothers reacting like 
this?” 


“I am a care assistant in a 
small community home for 6 
people with severe learning 
difficulties and physical dis- 
abilities. 

We have recently wel- 
comed Connie into our 
group. She is nearly 40, but 
looks and behaves like a 
child. Her mother, Mrs 
Brown, has done everything 
for her up to now and we 


knew that the separation 
would be difficult for both of 
them. 

We spent 8 weeks prepar- 
ing for the move, introducing 
Connie and Mrs Brown to 
our home and visiting them 
in their home. 

But this doesn’t seem to 
have been enough for Mrs 
Brown. She telephones every 
day and goes through all the 
details over and over again. 
She also comes round — 
phone calls and visits are of 
course welcomed — but she 
always seems to criticise and 
complain, emphasising Con- 
nie’s needs and impressing 
on us how to look after her. 

This all takes up a lot of 
time when other things have 
to be done. We have tried to 
be patient and understand- 
ing, but it’s not easy. 

Connie has settled well and 
is learning to do more for 
herself, but she picks up the 
tension and gets quite agi- 
tated while her mother is 
going on at us. 

Mrs Brown seems cross 
with us for helping Connie to 
be more independent. Do 
you think she will ever get 
used to being without Con- 
nie?” 


These letters represent the 2 
sides of one coin, don’t they? 
They illustrate just how hard it is 
for parents, and_ especially 
mothers, to adjust to handing 
over the responsibility for caring 
for their dependent son or 
daughter. 

Nowadays there is much grea- 
ter understanding about the 
need for sensitive advance pre- 
paration for both the person 
with the disability and his or her 
parents. 

This is not always possible ace 
when the time is available to 
build up mutual understanding 
and confidence, the adjustment 
will probably be easier and 
quicker. But it is often a long, 
slow process and many parents 
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continue to be very ambivalent: 


in their feelings and reactions. 

On the one hand, they desper- 
ately want just the right place, 
with just the right staff caring in 
just the same ways as they have 
always done. 

On the other hand, they are 
afraid that no one will love, 
understand and care for their 
“child” as they have done. And 
how will other people cope with 
all that they have had to cope 
with, often single-handed, for so 
many years? 

Being “on duty” and “listening 
for”, as well as all the hard 
physical work are so much part 
of their lives that, like my first 
correspondent, they feel lost and 
aimless, even physically ill, when 
they no longer have these con- 
stant responsibilities. 

Recognition and acknow- 
ledgement of these conflicting 
emotions and feelings are very 
important. Great patience is 
needed to understand why a 
mother should go on being so 
unsettled and unhappy, even 
angry, after she has handed over 
her responsibilities. 

Time spent regaining strength 
and confidence is not necessarily 
wasted and most parents do, 
eventually, develop fresh in- 
terests and enjoy a new and 
more relaxed relationship with 
their son or daughter. 

The reactions of care staff are 
understandable too. It can be 
hard to go on coping with 
queries, admonitions and critic- 
isms, even though one under- 
stands that this is all part of the 
difficult separation process. 

What I have always referred to 
as the “counting the socks syn- 
drome” is very common, and 
irritating, but once mothers find 
that clothes and belongings are 
being looked after properly, 
even if the odd sock does go mis- 
sing, this compulsion to check 
everything eventually dimi- 
nishes. 

Understandable tensions can 
also arise when the new resident 
makes progress with self care 
and self determination. Care staff 
are delighted, while parents may 
complain. 

It can be hard for parents to 
acknowledge that their son or 
daughter is doing things that he 


_ or she never could, or would, do 


at home. They must surely re- 
gret, even feel guilty about, the 
many hours spent dressing, feed- 
ing and toiletting someone who 
has learnt to manage with less 
help in a different setting. 

There is always bound to be a 
niggling fear, too, that if she gets 
too independent she will have to 
come home again or move some- 
where else with less supervision 
and care. 

Understanding and respecting 
other people’s needs usually 
provides the key to resolving 
some of these common and very 
real adjustment problems. 

Talking things over with a so- 
cial worker or friend outside the 
situation can usually help to put 
things in perspective. So, if you 
are a parent or a care assistant, 
do look for someone to whom 
you can “let off steam”. 


. Centre, 126 Albert Street, London NW 1. The fee is £40. More de 


efforts and achievements, their 


WHAT'S ON 


Conferences and leisure 


Adult Learners with Special Needs is the theme of REPLAN’s 2 
national conference on 15 April at Hereward College, Coventry. 
open to adult students with disabilities and people working in t 
area. Further details from Kay Driver on (022) 462244. 


Workshops for Women with Disabilities is a series of worksho 
on health issues at the Women’s Therapy Centre, G Manor Garden 
London N7 GLA, tel: 01-263 6200. IntréductOry session on 17 Apri 
then 19 April, 30 April and 1 May. Send SAE-for booking form. H 
available with transport or cost of fares. 


Time to Act — Whose Responsibility? is the title of The Spastic 
Society’s North West Regional Conference on 23 April at Daresbur 
Hall, Daresbury, Nr Warrington, Cheshire. Friday 8 April is the 
date for bookings. For details ring Norma Hartshorn or Sheila Smith o 
(0925) 74692, between 10am — 3pm on Tuesday or, Thursday. 


BS | 


Creative Dance for Special Needs, a new course run by Wolfgan 
Stange, will take place on 26 April, 3 May and 10 May from 7-9pmz 
The Place, 17 Duke’s Road, London WC1H 9AB. The course is opent 
anyone interested in this type of dance... Fee, £15. Contact Debora 


“Mannion of the Contemporary Dance Trust, tel: 01-387 0161. 


Maximising Quality is the theme of Meldreth Manor School’s 21; 
Anniversary Conference on 4 May. Speakers include professional 
from all the disciplines involved in therapy and care for people wit 
multiple disabilities and severe learning difficulties. Call Roger Bi 
linge on (0763 ) 60771 for further information. bs 


Disability Benefits Training Courses are being run throughot 
May by the Disability Alliance. Attendance ANowance, 5 May; Mobil 
Allowance, 16 May; Income Support, Housing) ‘Benefit and the Soci 
Fund, 23- 24 May and Benefits and. Community Care, 31 May. F 
venues and full details contact Disability, Alliance ERA, 25 Denmat 
Street, London WC2H, fel: 01-379 614205 0 iq 

Day Courses in Wiltshire for people with piysiba disabilities 
being organised by Bristol University’s. Department of Extra-M 
Studies. Archaeology — Stonehenge, 7 May and Natural History 
Woodlands in Spring, 21 May. For more information on these course 
and summer schools for visually handicapped .and deaf people 
Nicola Hockin or Claire Wickham on (0272 ) 303030 ext 4638. 


Mobility International is holding a seminar to develop foreign 
changes between European diabetes organisations, to enable yout 
people with diabetes to travel abroad. Closing date for applicatio: 
15 May and the seminar will be held .23-30, July. Contact Mobi 
International, 228 Borough High Street, London SEY 1JX, tel: 01 
5688. 


Sivackee. Wiel 


Sexual Abuse and People with Mental Handicap is a one-da 
national conference on 20 May, organised by the Family Plannin 
Association and British Institute of Mental Handicap, at the Kings Fun 


and application forms from FPA Education Unit, 27-35 Mo 
Street, London W1N 7RJ, tel: 01-631 0555. 


Courses at Castle Priory 
Microtechnology and 2-4 year olds — this course is intended for a 
those working with pre-school children who have physical and/o 
mental disabilities. 11-13 May. Tuition £100. Residence £53.25. Not 


_ residence £24.25. 


The Child with Cerebral Palsy in School — for teachers and cae 
tional advisers concerning the special needs of these children in vz 
rious settings. 16-18 May. Tuition £56. Residence £50. Non- residene 
£20. : 

Aspects of Treatment and Care of Children with Cerebral Pals 
— feet, legs and balance. 18-20 May. Tuition £53. Residence £4 
Non-residence £20. 


Further information from Castle Priory College, Thames Street, W. 
lingford, Oxon, OX10 OHE. Please enclose SAE. Tel:(0491) 37551. 


proposed visit and how it v 
help create jobs for other di 
abled people. Deadline for ef 
tries is 16 April. For more i 
formation call David Barne 
American Express Public Affai 
Manager on 01-834 5555, e 
4606... 


Nominations are invited now for 
1988 Carers of the Year. There 
are 9 categories including both 
voluntary and professional car- 
ers. Last year’s “Carer of the 
Year” was a grandmother who 
looked after her 90-year-old 
neighbour every day for 10 
years. For details of categories 
and how to nominate people, 
write to National Caring Awards, 
PEN Marketing, Promotion 
House, 5-7 Watt Street, Sabden, 
Blackburn, Lancashire, BB6 9ED. 


The Outsiders Club, the clu 
for people with disabilities, no’ 
organises monthly lunches i 
Bristol, Brighton and Nottin 
ham as well as London. For Bri 
tol, contact Colin Carey, te 
Opportunities for the Dis- (0272) 730096; for Brighto: 
abled Travel Awards are being —_ Sheila Dray, 2 Cornwall Garden: 
sponsored by American Express Preston Park, Brighton, Susse? 
and an all expenses paid 2-week and for Nottingham, Joh 
fact-finding trip anywhere in Winfield, tel: (0636) 76499. 
Europe is the 1988 prize. En- club needs volunteers to stai 
trants should describe, in no 
more than 500 words, their own are interested, contact Tupp 
Owens, tel: 01-499 0900. 
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For Sale 
SILVER STAIRLIFT, 12 foot 
ht rail. AS new. £750 ono. Tel: 
32). 63763. 


DING WHEELCHAIR, manual, self 
pelled. As new (plus tool kit). Used 
wice. £100. Tel: (0727) 23382. _ 


I 


ind Nannies and Mother’s Helps for 
lies with special needs. 

2 jobs are demanding, rewarding and 
ried throughout Britain (somejabroaqd). 
@ carers are dedicated, .. trained 
trained, experienced/inexperienced, 
it all requiring “more than just-a job”.’ 
ease phone Torna Russell-Hills on 
|-221 5894 or send A4 S.A.E. to 
pecial Care Agency, 1st Floor, 
3 Pembridge Road, 

ondon W11 3HG. ~ 


EMP AGENCY 


DUDLEY EXTRA PLUS electrically po- 
wered outdoor/indoor wheelchair, char- 
ger supplied. Good condition, only 31/2 
years old. Asking price £700 ono. Also 
MEYRA OUTDOOR electrically po- 
wered wheelchair, 8 years old. Fair con- 
dition, will need new batteries. £400 
ono. Tel: (04446) 48356. 


ADJUSTUMATIC BED, 2’6” by 6'6", ful- 


ly adjustable, electronically controlied, 
built-in vibrator, excellent condition. 
Cost £1,500, accept £700. Tel: Chep- 
stow (02912) 6755. 


Something to buy or 
sell? Looking for 
friends or staff? Why 


not advertise in DN? 
For £2 a line, you can 
reach over 25,000 people. 
Minimum charge £8. Find-a-Friend 
is free and all classified ads are free for 
members of The Spastics Society and 
affiliated groups. Phone 01-636 5020 
ext 245 (01-403 3115 for boxed ads). 


ember F.R.E.S. _ 


\ 
ARTS ADMINISTRATOR/ 
FUND RAISER 


Pr 
: cat \A) 
At 
\\ for voluntary sector community arts organisation. The work will . 
include financial records, day to day office management, grant fund- 
, ing and reporting to staff and the management committee. Applicants 
should have appropriate training, together with experience of arts adminis- 
Y tration and successful'tund raising. Four days per week pro rata of £9,904 p.a. 


- _ PROJECT CO-ORDINATOR/PERFORMER 

for highly participatory ‘mixed métia events with people with profound learning 

difficulties combining muisic! draria and movement. Applicants should have strong 

‘Organisational ability, experience of performing arts in a community setting and an 
awareness of disability issues. Three/four days per week pro rata of £9,904 p.a. 

We are an Equal Opp tunities, Employer and Disabled applicants are 

paricuary welcome. Abplcaton fogs from: Action Space London Events, 16 
Chenies Street, London WC1E,7ET Phone 01-631 4468 — 24 hour answering. 

: vi * Chasing date 25 April 1988 


Derbyshire Centre for 
Integrated Living (DCIL) 


; An Equal 
jpportunities 
oa 


‘DOL is one of the foremost CILs in the country. Our current staff of 
‘30 disabled and non-disabled people provide information and 
‘advice to disabledpeople throughout Derbyshire. We are seeking 

; disabled and non-disabled applicants with a commitment to the 
disability movement, for the following posts: 

Personal Assistance Research and Development Officer £9,873-£10,887 p.a. 

The post-holder will be responsible for the setting up of a Personal Assistance Agency 
which will enable disabled people to secure greater contro! over the assistance they need to 
- Maintain independence and dignity in their own homes. The successful candidate will have 
__ insight into the problems disabled people face in this area, as well as being able to work 

' Closely with statutory authorities and colleagues at DCIL. 

Senior Community Link Worker £11,322—-£12,075 p.a. 

The post-holder will be responsible for the support and management of our highly 
motivated and enthusiastic team of eleven community link workers who are based 
throughout the county. The Link Workers are responsible for linking local disabled people, 
the wider community and DCIL. They work both with individuals and on developing projects 
-_ intheir area. We need someone preferably with some community work experience and ~ 
sound inter-personal skills j 

Employment Placements Officer £7,833-£8, 754 p.a. 

DCILis starting an Employment Agency aimed at disabled people wishing to work in 
integrated employment. Assisted by MSC we are now able to fund this post which will 
complement our existing employment worker’s role. The post-holder will discuss 
individuals’ training-employment requirements and negotiate with employers. 

Applicants for all the posts must be car owners and hold a current driving licence. For an 
application form please contact: DCIL, Long Close, Ripley, DES 3HY Tel: 0773 40246. For 
an informal discussion about any of the posts ask for Richard Wood or Louise Silburn. 
Closing date: 22nd April 1988. Interviews to be held on 27th April 1988 


WVIVV7CAY 
West Yorkshire Crants © 


OU Ree Galle 


LHC provides housing and support to single 
homeless people in shared homes, single 
‘tenancies and a Day Centre. It employs 
(28 staff in six projects and directly manages 
» .,Over 150 bedspaces throughout Leeds. 


We. wish to appoint a 


beisis he DIRECTOR 
The duties of the post include’ final day to day responsibility for the finan- 
cial, staffing and administrative functions of LHC, assisted by members of 
a Central Office team. You will be responsible to a voluntary management 
~ committee. You will advise the committee on the formulation of its policies 
and will be immediately responsible for ensuring that they are put into 
practice. a 
There are no individual project team leaders, the members of each team 
being collectively responsible for the team functions. We are therefore 
~ looking for someone with a commitment to a consultative and collective 
‘style of management. ; 
An understanding of the financial realities of property management is 
_ essential, as is a commitment to combatting homelessness and other 
forms of oppression, such as racism, sexism and heterosexism. 
~ CONDITIONS: JNC Scale PO1. Starting Salary £12,804. 25 days leave 
rising to 30 days after 2 years. 4 extra statutory days. 37 hour week. 3 
~ For further details and an application form, send a /arge S.A.E. to: 
The Administrator, Leeds Housing Concern, 17 Noster Hill, 
Leeds, LS11 8QE. ast eB 
Final closing date for return of completed application forms: Friday 15th 
April 1988. We will be interviewing on Friday 29th April 1988 (Details will 
_ be sent to shortlisted candidates). Unfortunately we will not be able to 
reply individually to candidates who are not shortlisted. 


LHC is committed to becoming an equal opportunities employer and positively welcomes all applica- 
tions regardless of race, sex, age, sexuality, marital status or disability. We regret that our Central Office 
does not have wheelchair access. , 
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CLASSIFIED 


STANNAH STAIRLIFT, 12'6" track, very 
Le condition. £700 ono, tel: 01-942 


DUDLEY POWER PLUS, electric wheel- 
chair. Climbs kerbs. 1 year old. Charger 
and batteries included. £800 ono. Also, 
BRAUNE ELECTRIC 4 wheel car. Cover 
for parking. £200 ono. Tel: 01-449 3309. 


ASGO STAIRLIFT. Right hand side, 13- 
tread. Used 7 weeks. £900. Also, 
EVEREST & JENNINGS wheelcha’r, 
hardly used, £45. Tel: (0689) 43386. 


MOBI TRIKE, 2 months old, 10 months 
guarantee. Why not give us a ring and 
find out some more? £750. Tel: (0943) 
75525. 


BEC 3 ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR. Left 
hand control (proportional). 6 years old. 
Good condition. New battery. £275 ono, 
tel: (0332) 776225. 


STANNAH STAIR LIFT. 5 metre rail. 
Right-hand fixing. Just over 2 years old. 
Lightly used. Regularly serviced. Cost 
£1,640. Accept £800. Tel: (0892) 
823701. 


LATEST ELITE WHISPER, kerb climb- 
ing, indoor/outdoor electric wheelchair. 
Semi-recliner with right hand control 
and elevating foot rest. 1 year old and 
hardly used. Cost £2,508.- Accept 
£1,500. Tel: Katherine, 01-316 7638. 


SUPERB BATRICAR in yellow, heavy 
duty batteries, spare wheel and carrier, 
wing mirror, shopping bag bracket, char- 
ger, £695. Tel: Bradford (0274) 496667. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS/ 
SCOOTERS/BATTERY CARS. All makes, 
models wanted and for sale. Nearly new, 
hardly used from half price. Demonstra- 
tions and collections. Free advice. All 
areas. Contact Mr Gibbons. Tel: 021-357 
4965 anytime. 


ALVEMA MAX child’s folding wheel- 
chair. Red plush washable seat, plus 
accessories. Excellent condition. £400 
ono. Tel: 01-658 0995. 


PIONEER AMPLIFIER 65 watts per 
channel. Pioneer Tuner, Sony CD player 
with remote control, Sony Microphone 
mixer, graphic equalizer. Akai stereo 


In February, 34 readers 
generously donated a total 
of £249 to Disability Now. 
Thank you to: 

Mrs H Ashok, Gillingham, Kent 

Mrs M Atkinson, Nelson, Lancs 

Mr J Babuska, Leeds 

British Limbless Ex-Servicemen’s 
Association 

Miss H Bunston, Neath, W Glamorgan 
Cheshire Foundation in Ireland, 
Dublin 

Coventry Young Homeless Project 
M Cunningham, Stockport 

Miss R Droop, Studley, Warks 

Mrs Duckett, Plymouth 

MrSJ Harding, Weston-Super-Mare 
Mrs B Harley, Fittheworth, W Sussex 
Miss B Hayes, Northwich, Cheshire 
Mr G Heath, London SE1 

Ms G Holroyd, London EC2 

S Huckell, Lewes, E Sussex 

Mrs J Humphries, Doncaster 

Mr Jaggar, Berks Partially Sighted 
Society 

MrJ Kay, Portsmouth 

Miss J Long, Bristol 

Mr C Mills, Orpington, Kent 

Mr R Moore, Oxted, Surrey 

Mrs Pettengell, Cambridge 

Mrs Richman, Chessington, Surrey 
Mr P Ricketts, Bristol 

Mr F Roberts, Bury, Lancs 

1 Schlisselman, RNID, London WC1 
Mr A Seymour, Kingston Upon 
Thames 

M &J Smith, Canterbury 

MrA Taylor, Bristol 

Miss A Vaughan, Northwood, Middx 
Mr G Vowles, Newton-le-Willows, 
Mersey 

Mr G Windsor, Newcastle, Staffs 
and one anonymous supporter 
Please keep giving! 
Cheques and postal orders 
should be made out to The 
Spastics Society and sent to 
Gayle Mooney, Room 2B, 
Disability Now, Freepost, 
12 Park Crescent, 
London WIE 3FB. 


cassette deck, 2 Wolfdale loud speakers 
with all leads. Any offers around £850, 
whole load worth over £2,000. Mrs 
Waheed, tel: 021-444 4305. 


Wanted 

CRUTCHES in good condition, 62 in- 
ches high. State price please. Also in- 
terested in second-hand wheelchair in 
good working condition under £200 
(£100 cash and balance at £30 per 
month HP). W. Skierski, Padereski Ward, 
Stone Hospital, nr Dartford, Kent. 


Holidays 
FELIXSTOWE, 8-BERTH CARAVAN on 
holiday site near to the seafront, run by 
the Felixstowe Society for the Handicap- 
ped (affiliated to The Spastics Society). 
Fully accessible for wheelchairs: with 
ramp to double entrance doors. A beach 
hut is included in the price, which is 
from £50 a week. Full details from 
Mrs J Wood, 50 High Road East, Felix- 
stowe, Suffolk IP11 9PU. Tel: (0394) 
283794. : 


THORNBURY HALL HOTEL, Churnet 
Valley. Specialised facilities for all disabi- 
lities. Companion service available (no 
extra cost) to allow all the family to en- 
joy themselves. Conference facilities and 
study/craft courses available on request. 
Colour TV in all bedrooms, single rooms 
available. Games room. Hotel stands in 5 
acres of ground amidst beautiful coun- 
tryside. Prices from £21.50 a day full 
board. For a brochure contact Thorn- 
bury Hall Hotel, Lockwood Road, Kings- 
ley Holt, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs ST10 
2DH, tel: (0538) 757220. 


Tendercare T44° 3 way Automatic Controlled Comfort Bed complete 
with unused mattress ...... Cost £850....1 year old_.... As New £495 o.n.o. 


15 


HIGHLAND HOLIDAYS for physically 
handicapped people aged 18-60. Activity 
Holidays and Respite Care. Write or tele- 


phone for FREE brochure to: Respite : 


Care Co-ordinator, Red Cross House, 
Mackintosh Road, Raigmore, Inverness 
IV2 3TX, fel: (0463 ) 234939. 


AYNSLEY GUEST HOUSE, Great Yar- 
mouth, Norfolk. Home from home, quiet 
location. Comfortable TV/video lounge. 
Bed, breakfast and evening meal. Own 
keys. Stairlift. Children/elderiy welcome. 
Rates £45-£65 weekly. Ring for details. 
Christine (0493 ) 844687. 


Find a Friend 
PHYSICALLY DISABLED GUY, entrep- 
reneur with own business, would like to 
correspond with like-minded people 
who want to make some money or just 
have a pen friend. Please-write to Box No 
515, Disability Now, address on page 16, 
marking envelopes Private and Confiden- 
tial. 


25 YEAR OLD paraplegic who owns 
own. car, seeks female friend for lasting 
relationship. Lives in Leeds area. Please 
write to Box No 516, Disability Now, 
address on page 16, marking envelopes 
Private and Confidential. 


21 YEAR OLD Swedish woman with cp, 
lives in independent accommodation, in- 
volved in self-help groups, would like to 
make links with people of a similar age 
with cerebral palsy in Britain. Please 
write to Box No 517, Disability Now. 
address on page 16, marking envelopes 
Private and Confidential. 


Aluminium Electric Wheelchair ... 


Palatine Easy-Rise Chair ............... 


.....Cost £360... As New £150 0.n.0. 


sy As New £130 0.n.0. 


Telephone ALEX 01-458 7311 


LLANYBYDDER 
DYFED SA40 9RB 


Telephone 
0570-480 078 


A 150 acre working farm in beautiful West Wales with a holiday 


complex designed and built for the disabled guest. 
Full board is standard and all ten rooms have en suite toilet and shower 
facilities, heating, colour T.V., and tea/coffee maker. 
Integral heated swimming pool. 
Half mile nature trail for wheelchair users. 
Horse riding available daily. 
Coach (with ramped access) excursions daily. 


The chotce is yours — there are no extra charges. 


Write or telephone for brochure and full details. 


ONE COMPLETED COUPON AND 


DISABILITY NOW IS ANYONE'S 


And it’s free! 
Every month it brings you: 


What’s going on in Parliament, 
around the country and abroad. 


INFORMATION 


about benefits, conferences, 
services, aids and equipment, 
holidays, sport and leisure. 


@ DISABILITY (ifapplicable) 


L (Donations gratefully accepted). 


Disability Now is the newspaper for disabled people. It will also 
interest parents, carers and professionals in the disability field. 


If you're not getting Disability Now — or you know someone 
who isn't but would like to — just complete the coupon below. 


M@ OCCUPATION .......0..:6.e 
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Send to Gayle Mooney, Circulation Supervisor, Room 2B, Disability Now, 
Freepost, 12 Park Crescent, London WIE 3FB 


Please put me on the Disability Now circulation list 
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VIEWS 
Professional and personal on 
anything to do with disability. 
FEATURES 
on politics, travel, motoring, 
micro-technology, fashion, 
books, the arts and personal 
problems. 
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New Down’s 
test cash 
shortage 


A new and more effective test to 
predict which women are at risk 
of having babies with Down’s 
Syndrome is not being used due 
to lack of money. 

The test was developed by Dr 
Howard Cuckle of St Barth- 
olomew’s Hospital, London, who 
found that mothers of Down’s 
Syndrome babies had very low 
levels of estriol, a substance pro- 
duced by the foetus. 

Testing for estriol can be done 
cheaply from the same blood sam- 
ple which is used to detect high 
levels of alpha-fetoprotein (AFP), 
an indicator of spina bifida. 


“By assessing a woman’s agé,~ 


estriol and AFP levels, it will be 
possible for doctors to detect 45 
per cent of affected pregnancies, 
by then offering ‘high risk’ 
mothers amniocentesis,” said Dr 
Cuckle. 
At present only older women 
“ste offered amniocentesis, 
which leads to a detection rate of 
about 16 per cent. 

Dr Cuckle is trying to raise 
£20,000 to make the test available 
to 10,000 women in _ East 
London. 

Sue Brooks, director of the 
Down’s Syndrome Association, 
said the test was “a very interest- 
ing development”. 


The Iron Lady meets a man of steel Visiting ber Finchley consti- 
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~_ Graham Grieves 


tuency in February, Mrs Thatcher met Britain’s only competing men- 


tally disabled power lifter, Gary Jelen. Gary, 


2, lives in a Mencap 


home in Barnet. He won a gold medal last October in the British 
Sports Association for the Disabled Games and hopes to join the 
British team for the 1991 World Special Olympics. “I was very 
pleased Mrs Thatcher looked at my scrapbook and then wanted to 
have her picture taken with me,” he said. Gary and his father are 
keen for people with mental disabilities to take up power lifting. 
Anyone interested contact Mr Jelen on 01-455 5405. 


Millions will lose in Housing Benefit changes 


Five million people, including 
2% million pensioners, will lose 
out under the new Housing Be- 
nefit system which came into 
effect on 1 April, say the Institute 
of Housing and SHAC. 

People with disabilities on In- 
come Support will be among the 
losers. The Government has esti- 
mated that 140,000 disabled 

“people would either gain no- 
thing or lose money under the 
new scheme. 

Launching a new Guide to 
Housing Benefit, the two hous- 
ing organisations said the 
changes are certain to cause 
chaos for local authorities admi- 
-nistering the new scheme. 

People will lose for several 


reasons. The main ones are: 

@ Everyone must contribute a 
minimum of 20 per cent to their 
rates 

@ Claimants with over £6,000 
capital are no longer entitled to 
Housing Benefit 

@ A higher rent taper has been 


introduced. This’ means that a- 


claimant will lose 85p for every 
&1 he or she earns above their 
“applicable amount” (worked 
out on the combined needs of 
the claimant and their family ) 
@ Local schemes for particular 
groups of claimants, eg receiving 
industrial injuries pensions, will 
be abolished. 

While some claimants with se- 
vere disabilities or with disabled 


Prone & Supine Boards 


children could gain from the 
new system, many more on In- 
come Support will lose, said Mar- 
tin Ward of the Institute of Hous- 
ing, one of the guide’s authors. 
He urged disabled people to 
make sure they are claiming all 
the disability benefits they are 
entitled to. Claimants receiving 
attendance allowance, mobility 
allowance or other disability be- 
nefits will be entitled to more 
Housing Benefit. 

There is no need to reapply if 
you already receive it, but local 
authorities will probably be 
sending out claim forms to col- 
Ject the extra information they 
need, said Mr Ward. Anyone in 
doubt about how to fill it in 
should see a benefits adviser. 


Guide to Housing Benefit 1988- 


89, Institute of Housing, 9 


| White Lion Street, London N1. 


£5,953: 


Published by The Spas- 
tics Society, 12 Park Cres- 


NHS charges not all bad 


Last month’s shake up of NHS 
charges will affect Britain’s sick, 
visually disabled and hard of 
hearing people, making some 
worse off and others better off. 

' The Government announced 
it will comply with a European 
Court ruling by imposing VAT 
on glasses, contact lenses and 
hearing aids. : 

And on 1 April, prescriptio 
charges rose by 20p to £2.60. 
Quarterly “season tickets” rose 
by £1 to £13.50 and annual tick- 
ets by £2.50 to £37.50. © 

But blood glucose testing 
strips will be available on pre- 
scription for the first time from 1 
June, and there was an increase 
in the value of spectacle 
vouchers, including those for 
complex lenses and_ special 
frames for children. 

The Royal National Institute 
for the Deaf called the VAT on 
hearing aids a “tax on disability”. 


Sport support © 
from Minister 


Sports Minister Colin Moynihan 
announced last month he is to 
chair a major review of the sport- 
ing needs of and opportunities 


for disabled people. 
With Olympic athletes Tessa 
Sanderson: and Duncan 


Goodhew and 6 leading sports 
administrators, he will be look- 
ing at existing sports facilities, 
including access afd coaching, 
and their future provision, fund- 
ing, and arrangements for over- 
seas competition. 

They will publish a report af- 
ter the Seoul Paralympics in 


October. 


As well as making participa- 


tion and the development of ex- - 


cellence by disabled sportsmen 
and women easier, the group 
also wants to persuade everyone 
that “these are sports people first 
and foremost,” said Mr Moyni- 


‘than. “Their achievements must 


move from the news pages to the 
sports pages”. 

Tim Marshall, chairman of the 
Wheelchair Road Racing Asso- 


UPSTAIRS 
DOWNSTAIRS 


Gimson Tendercare 
Stairlifts at your service ¢ 


review group member. 


“It could affect up to 1.5 millie 
current users and discourage th 
2 million people who need t 
use them but don’t,” said RNIIE 
chief executive Mike Whitlam. 
Of the spectacle voucher in 
crease, director of the Roya 
National Institute for the Blind 
Ian Bruce, said: “We hope this 
a first step towards providin' 
free glasses for severely visually 
handicapped people”. 
Shadow Social Services Secret 
ary, Robin Cook, welcomed 
spectacle voucher increase, bu 
asked the Government to pro 
tect the poorest from the imposi- | 
tion of VAT. The Society of) 
Optometrists estimates this will 
add no more than 4 per cent to | 
the cost of glasses. .| 
He said the increase in pre 
scription charges made them 1: 
times greater than in 1979, an in 
crease “wildly in excess” of t 
cost of medicine. 


d 
ciation and a member of the re 
view group argues: 
“We want to heighten aware 
ness of the many achievement: 
of disabled people in sport, start 
ing with a change in terminolog 
to ‘skiers’ and ‘athletes’ et ceterz 
rather than concentrating on 
what’s wrong with us,” he said. - 
Next month, Mr Moynihan 
will begin to publicise the 
group’s aims and raise money fo: 
the Seoul Paralympics by com 
peting against disabled sport 
speople, politicians and celebri- 
ties in various sports. El 
These will take place at 
venues around Britain and in- 
clude bowls, tennis, golf, foot- 
ball, cricket and 100 laps on a 
tandem round St James’ Park. 
“It’s great that it’s the Minister 
for Sport who’s involved rather 
than the Minister for the Dis- 
abled,” said Ivor Mitchell, chair- 
man of the Western Midlands re- 
gion of the British Sports Asso- 
ciation forthe Disabled, another 
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A versatile range of stairlifts forall _¥ 
who find it difficult or tiring to 

climb stairs. Transporting seated, 
standing or wheelchair passengers 

safely up straight flight staircases 

and round corners. With fixed or 

swivel seats to fold against wall when 

not in use, plus hinged tracks that 

clear doorways. Reliable, comfortable 
models with quiet, push-button operation. 
And the option of personal vertical lifts for buildings 
which can't acommodate stairlifts. Quick, economical 
installation by professionals. Free literature and 
advisory visit on request. 


Corner Chairs 


Therapy Swings 


Potty Chairs 


Foam Wedges 


Bath Chairs 
Tricycles 
Side Lying Boards 
Adjustable Tables 


Rolls, Blocks, etc 


a ee ee a EE Se ee ee —=. 
Please send free literature on Gimson Tendercare Stairlifts: 
OStraight-flight stairlifts O Spiralifts 
O Corner stairlifts 0 Personal vertical lifts 
O Wheelchair stairlifts Please arrange free advisory visit Yes/No 4 
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